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Vaccines open to Gerrymandering
16 and older drives elections
by MICHELLE PHILLIPS
News Publishing Co.

In a joint press conference
with the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS)
last Tuesday, Gov. Tony Evers
announced all residents 16
and over will be eligible for
COVID-19 vaccinations as of
April 5.
Evers credited the move to an
increase in vaccinations available and the pace at which vaccination of Wisconsin residents
is occurring. The state has vaccinated 29 percent of its population and is first in the nation
in using all of its available vaccines that become available. In
addition, 75 percent of those 65
and older have received at least
one dose of vaccine and around
50 percent have completed the
series.

“While we still have a long
way to go, we are getting closer
to getting back to our normal
Wisconsin life,” Evers said, and
added that he knew he was not
the only one feeling hopeful and
relieved that the state is getting
closer to herd immunity, which
it hopes to achieve sometime in
June.
For his optimism, Evers also
cautioned that the pandemic is
not over, and the state has seen
a rise in the seven day average
of infections for the first time
in the past three weeks. In the
past week, it averaged at 501
per day.
In addition, Evers said the
supply of vaccine is still limited and a new variant of the
COVID-19 virus has been detected in the state. He urged
residents to be diligent in wear-

ing a mask, limiting outings, social distancing, avoiding social
gatherings outside your household and getting the vaccine.
“So, folks, don’t give up
now…when we are this close to
the finish line,” he warned.
Deputy DHS Secretary Julie
Willems-Van Dyke reiterated
Evers comments on remaining cautious and said over one
million people have been completely vaccinated in the state.
“Traveling is still not a safe
activity,” she said and added,
“Gathering for a meal inside
[with those outside your immediate family] should only
happen if everyone present is
vaccinated.”
Willems Van-Dyke said the
seven day average of infections along with 11 more deaths
SEE OVER, PAGE 2

By Peter Cameron
Wisconsin Democrats were
flush with cash in the 2020 election cycle.
Billionaire liberals like Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker and other
super rich donors used a loophole in Wisconsin campaign finance law to dump money into
the coffers of the Democratic
Party, which routed a considerable chunk of contributions to
state legislative candidates.
More favorable to Democrats
in the last election, the loophole
allowed four Democratic candidates and one Republican to
destroy the previous record for
most cash raised for a Wisconsin State legislative race. Each
candidate brought in at least $1
million, much of it from their
party. A seat in the state Sen-

ate pays an annual salary of
$53,000.
Republicans complained
about getting pounded by all
the negative advertising those
dollars bought. Liberals, highly
motivated to beat then-President Donald Trump, felt good
about their chances.
The result: Democrats
achieved a negligible gain,
picking up a couple seats in the
Assembly, where they remain
outnumbered 60 to 38. The party’s Senate results were more
discouraging, losing two more
seats and nearly giving Republicans a supermajority there.
Some Republicans said their
strong showing was proof that
their ideas were more popular.
Democrats see the results as
Republicans reaping the benefits of political boundary ma-

nipulation.
“The fact that Democrats
spent huge amounts of money
on campaigns around the state,
with little positive results,
shows the strength of the gerrymandered legislative districts in Wisconsin,” said David
Czarnezki, a Democrat and
former state senator who now
serves as a Milwaukee County
supervisor.
Since Republicans, aided
by hyper-efficient computer
programs, redrew the districts
under great secrecy in 2011,
they have consistently won a
greater share of the seats in the
state legislature than their share
of the total votes cast.
In 2020, Republicans won
about 50% of all votes cast in
state Senate races, but about
SEE ELECTION, PAGE 8
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Easter Bunny takes a tour in style around Black Earth and Mazomanie
The Easter Bunny made
visits to Mazomanie and
Black Earth last weekend.
Here’s the bunny taking a
ride high atop a fire truck.
It was a beautiful Easter
weekend for all the kids and
adults.
PHOTO BY L:INDA WEBER

Roof Maxx® is a quick, natural and affordable alternative to a
complicated, expensive and disruptive asphalt roof replacement.

roofmaxx.com | (608) 335-9464

STAR NEWS

PAGE 2

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

Experts offer advice on how to make voting easier in Wisconsin
The state ranks relatively well on most measures of election administration. But
some advocates say Wisconsin could do more to help people vote.

By Anya van Wagtendonk
For Wisconsin Watch
There are many ways to measure a successful election, said
Barry Burden, director of the
Elections Research Center at
UW-Madison.
Those include turnout, voter
registration rate, voting wait
time, how many ballots and
registrations are rejected and
the ease by which people with
disabilities may vote. In studies
conducted by the nonpartisan
Pew Research Center and MIT
Election Lab, Wisconsin ranks
highly in many of those measures.
In a December Election Law
Journal article featuring a “cost
of voting” analysis, researchers
ranked the ease of registering
and voting in all 50 states —
considering changes like automatic voter registration and
expanded early and absentee
voting. They also measured
convenience of voting, restrictions on registration and the existence of voter ID laws.
Wisconsin landed squarely
in the middle, a drop from 2016.
Researchers said the state can
improve its ranking by implementing automatic voter registration through state agencies,
letting people stay on a permanent absentee voting list, and
setting Election Day as a state
holiday, among other measures.
The state would also need
to maintain certain existing

practices, such as online voter
registration, no-excuse mailin voting and same-day voter
registration. Same-day registration, enacted in Wisconsin in
1975, has been the “single most
important best practice,” said
David Canon, a political scientist at University of WisconsinMadison,
contributing to the state
consistently having among the
highest voter turnouts in the nation.
Still, changes can be made to
the administration of these elections, which would improve the
experience for voters and election workers alike, he and other
experts said.
Make absentee voting easier
In the face of the coronavirus
pandemic, about 60% of Wisconsin voters cast an absentee
ballot, either by mail or during
the early in-person absentee period, for the Nov. 3 election. By
contrast, less than one-third of
voters cast absentee ballots for
the 2016 general election.
According to Tammy Patrick,
a senior advisor at the Democracy Fund, a Washington, D.C.based voting advocacy group,
once voters experience the convenience of absentee voting,
they tend to want to keep voting that way.
Wisconsin allows voters to
apply for ballots by mail for all
elections in a given year. Patrick

said Wisconsin could establish
a permanent list of voters who
want to always vote absentee,
rather than making a voter repeatedly reapply. The move
would cut processing time and
costs while still authenticating
voters the first time they apply.
“It also helps election officials plan,” Patrick said, adding
that clerks could better allocate
resources between absentee and
in-person voting.
False allegations by President Donald Trump and his allies that mail-in voting enables
fraud convinced many voters
that the results of the Nov. 3
election were tainted. But voteby-mail has been used by voters
of all parties, with Republican
voters somewhat more likely
to use that tool in the past, said
Mark Gaber, of the Campaign
Legal Center, which advocates
for nonpartisan election administration.
“It has not historically been
something that was seen as a
partisan issue,” Gaber said.
Add more time to request
ballots

Wisconsin also should adjust the timing of when voters
can request absentee ballots
and when ballots must arrive
at clerks’ offices, Patrick said.
Currently, voters have up to
five days before an election to
request an absentee ballot —

often leaving insufficient time
for postal delivery of ballots to
voters and back to clerks’ offices, she said.
The state could also allow
for postal delays by counting
ballots that are postmarked by
Election Day and arrive within
a set timeframe after the election. A federal court order initially enacted the option before
the April 7 election, but the U.S.
Supreme Court rejected that
ruling hours before the polls
opened, leaving many wouldbe absentee voters in the lurch.
Enhance ballot tracking

Another way to ensure ontime delivery is ballot tracking.
Some municipalities in Wisconsin use barcodes to track ballots
being sent out from clerks’ offices, but those trackers are not
on the return envelopes — although voters can still check the
MyVote website to see if their
ballot arrived at the clerk’s office.
Implementing a two-way
tracking system would increase
transparency, said Burden, and
would likely earn support from
both parties.
“I think Democrats liked
them, because their main worries are about ballots not being
received or returned, and a
voter being disenfranchised,”
he said. “For Republicans, I
think it provides some security

about the integrity of the election …. If the election official
ever thought that someone was
fraudulently stealing ballots out
of mailboxes and sending them,
they could simply check the
online tracking system, and the
voter could do that as well.”
Clarify rules around ballot
curing

Wisconsin requires absentee
voters to get a witness signature
and a witness address on their
absentee envelopes. Proponents
say it offers a layer of authentication, while opponents say it
erects an unnecessary hurdle,
especially for people who live
alone.
It also can lead to disenfranchisement: 1,434 ballots
in November were rejected for
insufficient certification.
The Wisconsin Elections
Commission has advised that
clerks who receive absentee
ballots with incomplete or missing witness addresses “shall do
all that they can reasonably
do to obtain any missing part
of the witness address” — including making the correction
themselves. A common error
is people who witness their
spouses’ ballots who do not also
fill in their address, which is
required even if it matches the
voter’s. Clerks may also contact

voters to let them know if their
ballots are incomplete and arrange for them to fix it.
In November, the absence of
a clear law around ballot curing
led to mistrust of this process.
The Trump campaign’s recount
petition challenged the authority of clerks to fill in witness
addresses.
Issuing definitive legal guidance around how clerks can
respond to incomplete witness
signatures would let Wisconsin
avoid even the appearance of
impropriety and create consistent enforcement of rules across
municipalities, said Diane
Coenen, Oconomowoc city
clerk and former president of
the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks
Association.
“We should make sure that
everybody does the same processes in the state so there is no
question of if things were done
right,” Coenen said.
The nonprofit Wisconsin
Watch (wisconsinwatch.org)
collaborates with WPR, PBS
Wisconsin, other news media
and the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Journalism and Mass Communication.
All works created, published,
posted or disseminated by Wisconsin Watch do not necessarily
reflect the views or opinions of
UW-Madison or any of its affiliates.

Bids to alter Wisconsin elections fall mostly along partisan lines
Republicans want to restrict drop boxes and absentee voting. Democrats aim to make it easier to vote. Both parties favor quicker vote counting.
By Anya van Wagtendonk
For Wisconsin Watch
Proposals to change Wisconsin’s voting system could determine how one of America’s top
swing states picks congressional candidates, how it awards its
10 Electoral College votes, how

fast results can be announced
and who can use the increasingly popular method of absentee voting.
But the political divisiveness
that caused Wisconsin to flip
from red to blue by the slimmest of margins in the 2020
presidential race will likely con-

tinue, stymying all but the few
changes that enjoy bipartisan
support. A Republican-led Legislature and a Democratic governor mean that purely partisan
priorities are unlikely to make
their way through, experts told
Wisconsin Watch.
And a sweeping Democratic

bill to broaden access to voting
and thwart partisan gerrymandering nationwide faces a steep
climb in the U.S. Senate after
passing the House on a partyline vote late Wednesday.
In recent weeks, lawmakers
nationwide have proposed hundreds of bills to change states’

voting laws in the wake of the
contentious November presidential election. Wisconsin is
no exception.
Democrats are generally
seeking to make it easier to vote,
citing national security assessments that the 2020 contest was
among the most secure ever.
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last week–bringing the total to
6,612 in the state–should be a
stark reminder to continue mitigating virus transmission. “Let
this be a reminder that we all

WEEKLY

Republicans insist the highturnout election was rife with
fraud — although election officials of both parties and judges
at all levels have rejected those
allegations — and are generally
seeking to add more restrictions
and safeguards.
SEE PARTISAN, PAGE 3

need to do our part to stop the
spread,” she stated.
She said that vaccines will
now be available at most pharmacies, including CVS, Hy-Vee
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constipation. According to a new study,
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may help improve symptoms. The CBT
R. PH.
approach targets unhelpful thoughts
and behaviors related to IBS, as IBS can be triggered by stress
and anxiety. Participants were randomly chosen to receive
either telephone-delivered or web-based CBT from a trained
therapist, as well their usual medical treatment. A third group
(the control group) just had their usual medical care. Both CBT
groups reported greater improvement in the symptoms, bowel
habits and quality of life.
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and Costco as well as smaller
pharmacies.
“Opening it to everybody
doesn’t mean health care providers can’t continue to prioritize people with chronic
conditions first,” she reminded.
Willems-Van Dyke asked

that those getting a two part
vaccine schedule the second
shot immediately.
She said that is important
to continue educating the public, and that individuals want
to hear about the vaccine from
their health care provider. Oth-

The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.

on qualified models &
installation

ers may also be influenced by
the experiences of co-workers
or family members. She encouraged everyone to get the
vaccine.
Appointments can be made
by contacting your local pharmacy or health care provider.
Public Health of Madison and
Dane County (PHMDC) is also
taking appointments for vac-
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cination at the Alliant Energy
Center. Some providers require
you to make an appoint through
the vaccine registry: https://
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid19/vaccine-registry.htm. You
may also visit vaxfinder.org to
register or answers to vaccine
questions.
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PARTISAN
In late February, Republicans in the Wisconsin Legislature began circulating a slate of
bills that would, among other
changes, tighten absentee voting and the definition of “indefinitely confined” voters,
two components challenged by
President Donald Trump’s campaign in Democratic-majority
Dane and Milwaukee counties
in a failed attempt to throw out
votes. Three Democratic members of the Assembly Elections
Committee called the proposals
“a full-on assault on our elections and the ability for Wisconsinites to vote.”
But dramatic changes to
Wisconsin’s election laws are
unlikely in the short term, said
David Canon, a political scientist at University of WisconsinMadison.
“Any efforts aimed at making
it easier to vote aren’t going to
happen because the Republican
leadership and state Legislature
won’t want to do that. Anything
that’s aimed at restricting access to voting won’t happen because (Democratic Gov. Tony)
Evers would veto that, and they
wouldn’t have enough votes to
override the veto,” Canon said.
“I think we’re in status quo
mode for the next two years, at
least, with nothing really changing.”
A spokesperson for Evers declined comment on which bills
he was likely to sign or veto,
but referred Wisconsin Watch
to the governor’s proposed budget, which includes proposals to
establish automatic voter registration; expand the timeline on
absentee voting; and require the
Legislature to consider the recommendations of Evers’ People’s Maps Commission when
drawing new political boundaries this year.
Atiba Ellis, a law professor
at Marquette University who
focuses on voting rights, said
both election security and voter
access are important. “They do
not have to be at odds,” Ellis
said. “But I think for politically
motivated reasons they are put
at odds, and that then justifies
passing laws that are stricter
than what the political science
data says they need to be.”
There is some bipartisan
agreement, including a proposal to bring ranked-choice
voting to Wisconsin. In that
system, congressional primaries
would be nonpartisan, with the
top five finishers, regardless of
party, moving on to the general
election, when they would be
ranked by voters.
Another bipartisan idea,
which failed to make it through
the last session, would allow
clerks to process absentee ballots before Election Day, which
supporters say would enhance
voter confidence by preventing
a delay in declaring statewide
winners.

YOU’VE GOT IT.

FROM PAGE 2
According to the Brennan
Center for Justice, 43 states are
weighing more than 250 bills to
restrict voter access, largely on
the basis of claims of electoral
fraud in 2020 — claims that
have been widely disproven
and rejected by local, state and
federal courts.
At the same time, a different
set of 43 states is weighing at
least 704 bills that would expand voting access. Lawmakers are particularly focused on
absentee voting, the Brennan
Center found, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which
kept a significant portion of
the electorate from going to the
polls on Election Day.
Process ballots sooner
In Wisconsin, Republicans
and Democrats find some agreement around when absentee
ballots can be processed. Wisconsin law bars processing until
polls open on Election Day.
In November, this meant that
workers at Milwaukee’s central count, for example, worked
until the wee hours of the morning, opening, unfolding and
running hundreds of thousands
of ballots through tabulating
machines.
The Trump campaign capitalized on the late-night count
to falsely claim that Milwaukee had “dumped” ballots that
swung the election for President
Joe Biden.
“What people didn’t understand is those votes came in
in Milwaukee at 2 in morning
because that was the first time
the elections officials had the
chance to get to the machines
and feed in the ballots,” said
Kathleen Dolan, a professor of
political science at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
An easy fix would be to
allow absentee ballots to be
processed in advance of Election Day, experts say. In the last
legislative session, lawmakers
debated bipartisan legislation to
allow this to happen — but the
bill languished amid disagreement over the details, including
how different municipalities
would adapt that practice.
Republican lawmakers are
again taking up the issue, but
divisions are emerging over
whether to opt for early processing, or change the rules for
early voting. Rather than placing ballots in envelopes that
election workers process later,
some lawmakers are proposing
letting early in-person voters
directly feed their ballots into
voting machines.
Diane Coenen, Oconomowoc city clerk and former
president of the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Association, favors the latter method. Coenen
said that allows voters to remake their ballot immediately
in the event of an error — rather

than discovering a rejected ballot on Election Day. It would
also buy time for clerks and poll
workers to work with in-person
voters, without needing to also
process all absentee ballots at
the same time.
“In today’s political environment,” Coenen added, “everyone wants the results fast.”
Congress mulls big changes
Nationally, Democratic lawmakers are pushing a sweeping
voting reform package, HR 1,
which includes measures including automatic voter registration and barring voter ID and
witness requirements for mailin voting. It also seeks to reduce
“dark money” in campaigns and
require states to create nonpartisan redistricting commissions to
thwart partisan gerrymandering.
Republicans have decried
the package, and Trump attacked it during a speech at
the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC). They
argue that the bill would restrict
free speech and allow the federal government to take away
states’ rights. Many also oppose changes to redistricting
processes.
The ACLU has also called
for changes to some campaign
finance and lobbying provisions
in the bill, saying they would
limit free speech and could
harm political advocacy.
The bill has passed in the
House, but, in the face of this
opposition, pundits say it faces
a steep hill towards passage
in the Senate. It would need
unanimous Democratic support
— and 10 GOP votes unless
the Senate filibuster rules are
changed — to land on Biden’s
desk. He has signaled that he
will sign it.
On Sunday, the president
took his own action, issuing
an executive order requiring
federal agencies to expand
dissemination of information
about registration and voting
and studying ways to improve
access for military and overseas voters, Native American
voters, voters with disabilities
and people in federal custody.
Biden issued the order to mark
the 56th anniversary of “Bloody
Sunday,” when troopers beat
and tear-gassed voting rights
activists, including the late Rep.
John Lewis, in Selma, Alabama.
Electoral College, drop
boxes debated
Wisconsin is one of several
states also considering changing
how to award electors.
As proposed, Wisconsin
would award them by congressional district, rather than
winner-takes-all. In 2020, this
would have resulted in six of
the state’s 10 electors going for
Trump, rather than Biden, who
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narrowly won the state’s popular vote. Because of Wisconsin’s partisan gerrymandering
of congressional districts, experts say the proposal would redistribute electoral power away
from the areas that hold Wisconsin’s urban — and mostly
Democratic — strongholds.
Republican lawmakers supportive of these and other proposals say they would restore
faith in the fairness of elections.
Sen. Duey Stroebel, RSaukville, who is sponsoring
many of the not-yet-introduced
bills, said he is concerned about
the huge jump in the number of
people who claim to be “indefinitely confined,” meaning they
can vote absentee without presenting a photo ID.
Stroebel also criticized the
proliferation of drop boxes in
the November election. These
are not regulated by state law,
although elections officials say
they comply with federal guidance on how they should be
secured. The bill would require
that boxes be “tamper-resistant
and moisture-resistant” with a
slot “only large enough to allow
for the insertion of an absentee
ballot.”
“Throughout 2020, gaps,
loopholes and outright violations of the clear intent of the
law plagued the election process,” Stroebel said in a statement to Wisconsin Watch. “The
COVID-19 pandemic combined
with a hotly contested presidential election were a tremendous
stress on the system, and offered the Wisconsin Elections
Commission and some — but
not all — local election officials
a chance to disregard the plain
meaning of the law.”
Tammy Patrick, a senior advisor at the Democracy Fund,
a Washington, D.C.-based voting advocacy group, favors the
increased use of drop boxes
that were prevalent during the
November election. The city of
Madison also created Democracy in the Park, in which voters handed absentee ballots to
election officials at city parks.
GOP proposals would limit
both practices. One bill would
dictate that each municipality
must have no more than one
drop box — so hundreds of
thousands of voters in Milwaukee would have the same number of absentee ballot boxes as a
town with a few hundred voters.

Another measure would appear to ban events like Madison’s Democracy in the Park
in which poll workers gathered
completed ballots at more than
200 sites in late September and
early October. This proposal
would require a single site for
collecting ballots no more than
14 days before an election and
at a location that is “as near as
practicable to the office of the
municipal clerk.”
Stroebel said these and other
measures are aimed at introducing uniformity across the state
to create “complete trust in our
elections” and to ensure that absentee ballot procedures “comply with existing statutes.”
Patrick countered that drop
boxes are “embraced all across
the country” but Republicans
demonized them in 2020 as
“somehow jeopardizing the integrity of the election — and
that is really problematic.”
False fraud claims persist
In fact, false claims of fraud
continue to motivate many GOP
proposals — and raise concerns
among the public. Prior to the
November election, one Reuters
poll showed that three-quarters
of American voters feared electoral fraud would tip the election. In late January, after Biden
was sworn in, a Monmouth poll
found one-third of Americans
believed his victory was due to
fraud.
Trump’s allies continue to
repeat spurious claims of widespread election fraud. But erroneous or fraudulent voting was
exceedingly rare in Wisconsin’s
Nov. 3 election.
The Wisconsin State Journal
examined thousands of complaints to lawmakers about the
election, finding a lot of “hearsay or minor administrative errors” but just 28 allegations that
were specific enough to examine.
And the newspaper found
only one claim could be partially substantiated — that ballots from 42 early voters who
died before Election Day were
counted.
UW-Madison political science professor Ken Mayer said
maintaining a high level of security is “absolutely crucial,”
but fraud of the kind that was
claimed in 2020 is “vanishingly
rare.”

Wisconsin voting mostly
smooth
Experts say despite the rancor, Wisconsin’s elections tend
to be well-run.
“By and large, people who
are in charge of our elections do
their jobs well and acquit themselves well,” Dolan said.
The glaring exception was
the April primary at the outset
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
which saw long lines in Milwaukee and thousands of rejected ballots statewide as
clerks scrambled to staff the
polls and hundreds of thousands
of voters switched to absentee
voting, many for the first time.
As the pandemic ground on,
election officials adjusted, and
the Nov. 3 election was largely
a success, with a record 72%
of all eligible voters turning
out, according to a report by a
coalition of Wisconsin groups
that favor expansive access to
voting.
Problems in November were
“limited and site-specific, rather
than the result of a generalized
inability of the system to handle
a large turnout amid changes in
the law,” the report found. One
marker of success: a plunging
rate of rejected ballots, 0.2% in
November compared to 1.8% in
April.
Mayer, who studies election
administration, said while there
was a lot of talk about fraud in
the 2020 general election, the
bigger danger to election integrity is voter disenfranchisement.
“You have to worry about
the things that are actually real,”
Mayer said. “And one of the
things that undermines the integrity of the election process is
when you have lots of people …
who are unable to vote, whether
it’s long lines or (voter) ID (requirements) or other things —
that that’s actually a threat to the
integrity of the system.”
The nonprofit Wisconsin
Watch (wisconsinwatch.org)
collaborates with WPR, PBS
Wisconsin, other news media
and the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Journalism and Mass Communication.
All works created, published,
posted or disseminated by Wisconsin Watch do not necessarily
reflect the views or opinions of
UW-Madison or any of its affiliates.
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OBITUARIES
Zona M.
Roewer

Zona M. Roewer, age 92, of
Prairie du Sac passed away on
April 2, 2021 at The Pines Assisted Living.
Zona was born in Berry
Township, Dane County on
September 12, 1928, the daughter of Ervin and Edna (Ferge)
Stapelmann. She was baptized
and confirmed. Zona graduated
from Sauk City High School
in 1946. She married Eldert
Roewer March 11, 1950 and
together they had two children,
Sandra, and John (Connie);
three grandchildren, Joe (Tara),
Melissa (Christopher), Jamie
(Justin); great-grandchildren,
Greyson and Noah; and many
nieces and nephews.
Zona was preceded in death
by husband Eldert, her parents,
parents-in-law, brother Stanley,
infant brothers, sisters Luella
and Helen, brothers-in-law
Gerald, Paul, Bob and Leo, and
sister-in-law Donna.
Zona is survived by her
children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, her brother
Henry (Jean) Staplemann,
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends.
Zona went to school and
worked at Lutheran Brotherhood, Minneapolis during 1946
and 1947, leaving to care for
her mother and younger brother.
She worked at Sauk City Lumber Company, River Valley
Equipment, and the Village of
Prairie du Sac, retiring in 1993.
Zona and Eldert traveled
extensively after retirement.
They played nightly cribbage,
and enjoyed playing cards with
their friends. Later in life,
they enjoyed playing cards and
games with friends at Pine Glen

and Pines Assisted Living. Eldert and Zona were married 63
years.
Zona was an active member
of St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Prairie du Sac. She sang
in the choir over 50 years and
sang with St. John’s Messengers. She also enjoyed singing
with the Hilltop Gospel Singers. Over the years, Zona was
a member of several organizations: Women of the Church,
church committees, homemakers, hospital auxiliary, volunteered at the Sunshine Patch
Gift Shop at the old hospital,
and worked elections.
The family thanks all providers and staff everywhere for
care given to Mom. Special
thanks to: Dr. Thomas Varley,
Brittany, Kathy; Pines Assisted
Living Deb, Amanda and staff;
Kelly at Pine Glen; Agrace
Hospice, especially Kevin, and
all who assisted in her care. We
thank both Pastor Sally Williams and Pastor Fred Rilling
for pastoral care and comfort,
and Linda for her help.
Zona was thankful for her
family and friends for all they
did for her over the years. Each
of you were special to her.
Thanks to all who remembered
Zona with cards sent.
The family would also like to
thank Hooverson Funeral Home
for their services.
Mom was a very gentle caring, generous and gracious person, always putting others first.
She loved spending time with
family and friends. Mom experienced the Covid isolation and
restrictions from the beginning
and did her best, and kept poise
and grace through it all.
Mom, you will always be in
our hearts for all that you have
been, a shining example of how
to live. You have been a true
inspiration to us ALL.
Due to Covid, there will be
a private family funeral. There
will be a celebration of life in
the future when safe to do so.
Memorials may be made to
St. John’s Lutheran Church at
100 Oak Street, Prairie du Sac,
WI 53578, Agrace Hospice at
5395 E. Cheryl Pkwy., Fitchburg, WI 53711, or the charity
of your choice.
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Robert J. (“Bob”)
Schwarz

Robert J. (“Bob”) Schwarz,
age 84, of Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin and Palm City, Florida,
passed away peacefully at
Cleveland Clinic Martin North
Hospital in Stuart, Florida, on
March 21, 2021, after a brief,
courageous battle with lung
cancer. Bob was born June 5,
1936, the son of Ray and Mary
(Doyle) Schwarz. Bob lived in
Prairie du Sac most of his life,
spending his winters in Palm
City, Florida, after his retirement.
Bob attended Prairie du
Sac High School. His love of
sports started at an early age.
He participated in both basketball and football throughout
his high school years. He was
Prom King in 1954. Bob graduated from Prairie du Sac High
School in 1955. He attended
both U.W. Whitewater and Marquette University.
Bob was a member of the
Wisconsin Air National Guard
for six years.
The Schwarz Insurance
Agency was founded by Ray
Schwarz in 1923. In 1958, Bob
joined his father Ray and his
brother Don Schwarz at the
Agency. Bob and Don worked
together for 36 years and expanded their father’s beloved
business. Bob was instrumental in the achievement of the
countless awards received by
Schwarz Insurance. Bob retired
from the Agency in 1993.
Bob married Glenda Rundhammer in 1962. Together Bob
and Glenda raised two sons,
Jeff and Jim. Bob and Glenda
enjoyed winters together in
Florida, sometimes stopping in
Tunica, Mississippi, on their
way. They enjoyed 42 years of
marriage before Glenda preceded Bob in death in 2004.
Bob was very active in the

Sauk Prairie community. He
served on the Prairie du Sac
Planning Commission for two
terms and the Finance Committee of St. Aloysius Church
in Sauk City for two terms. He
served on the Board of Directors of Baraboo Federal Savings
& Loan for 23 years. He was a
proud member of the Independent Insurance Agents of Wisconsin (“The Big I”). He was
a member of Lake Wisconsin
Country Club for over 60 years,
and served on the Board of Directors for LWCC for several
years. He was a former member
of the Sauk Prairie Lions Club
and the Knights of Columbus.
Bob was involved in developing
and building the grocery store
and mall in downtown Prairie
du Sac.
He was a longtime season
ticketholder for Wisconsin
Badger football. Most Saturdays in the fall, you would find
Bob and Glenda in their Badger
red, heading to Camp Randall
Stadium. Bob belonged to the
Mendota Grid Iron Club for
over 50 years. He also loved
the Green Bay Packers and followed the team his entire life.
In his younger years, Bob was
an accomplished woodworker,
bowler, hunter and gun collector. He was knowledgeable on
the history of vintage weaponry. Bob was a talented man
who designed one of the homes
he and Glenda built. He loved
architecture.
Bob was an avid golfer his
entire life. He enjoyed the camaraderie of his playing partners, sometimes finishing a
round of golf with a beverage
or two—brandy Manhattan
straight up, of course—and
playing cards with his buddies
in Wisconsin and Florida.
Bob was proud of his professional achievements, but
he was most proud of his family. Grandfather to Alyssa and
Ryan, he regularly shared their
accomplishments and photographs.
Bob is survived by his
two sons, Jeff Schwarz of
Green Bay, Wisconsin, and
Jim Schwarz (Pam Bjorklund
Schwarz) of Minnetonka,
Minnesota; his two grandchildren, Alyssa Schwarz of Minnetonka, Minnesota and Ryan
Schwarz of St. Louis Park,
Minnesota. He is further sur-

Star News
Letters to the Editor policy
We welcome letters to the editor and want to publish your thoughts
and opinions. We are happy to publish your letters about politics,
and your endorsements of political candidates.
We would like them to arrive via email if at all possible. Send your
letters to spseditor@newspubinc.com
All letters must include the author’s name, address and phone
number. We won’t publish your address and number, but we need to
be ably to verify who you are. Anonymous letters and letters written
under pseudonyms will not be considered.
We prefer letters that are fewer than 600 words and take as their
starting point an issue that is important to our community and our
readers. To write a guest column of more than 600 words, contact
the editor first.
Letters are edited for clarity, fact checked and sometimes trimmed
to fit the space available in the newspaper. The opinions expressed
are always the writer’s own. The editor won’t try to make you seem
more (or less) intelligent than you really are, but may clean up some
grammatical issues according to our style guide. We want your
opinions, even when we don’t agree with them. But this isn’t the
Internet, so you can’t just say anything you want. Try to base your
letters on reason and fact. We will not publish claims that are
demonstrably false.
For additional information, contact spseditor@newspubinc.com.

vived by his sister Mary Ann
(Joe) Kirch of Madison, Wisconsin, and several nieces and
nephews. Besides his parents
and his wife Glenda, Bob was
preceded in death by his brother
Don Schwarz; an uncle Dr. Paul
(“Doc”) Schwarz; and an aunt
Sarah (Schwarz) Michels.
A celebration of life gathering was held at the Palm City
Grill in Palm City, Florida,
on March 31, 2021, between
4:00PM and 6:00PM. Funeral
services will also be held in
Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, at
a future date. Details will be
forthcoming. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks for memorials in
the name of Robert J. Schwarz
to the Sauk Prairie School District, 440 13th Street, Prairie du
Sac, WI 53578.
Bob would want you to raise
a toast to him, and to remember
that he loved his family and
friends.

Penny Eileen
Bowen

Penny Eileen Bowen, our
loving sister and friend passed
away March 22nd from a degenerative brain disease. Penny
was born November 22, 1950
in Minneapolis, Minnesota to
Richard and Peggy Bowen.
She grew up in St Louis Park,
Minnesota. Graduated from
St. Louis Park High School in
1969. Attended Minneapolis
Art Institute studying art, later
attended Mankato State Tech
College, and graduated with an
Associate Degree in Commercial Art
Later in life Penny moved to
the Sauk Prairie, Wisconsin to
be closer to family. While living
in Wisconsin, Penny pursued a

career in health care, and earned
her CNA license while at Maplewood Nursing home, where
she was employed for 15 years.
Penny was a devout member of Jehovah’s Witnesses of
Baraboo congregation. Studying scriptures daily and participating faithfully with other
church members her entire adult
life, Penny believed firmly in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
and the multitude of humanity.
(Acts 24:15)
Penny had many interests including gardening, swimming,
(stemming from her membership at St. Louis Park Swim
Club) and time with her family.
Penny was preceded in death
by her parents, Richard and
Peggy Bowen from Minnesota.
She is survived by siblings,
Michael Paul Bowen, (Terri
Nomura) of WA, Mary Margaret Bowen Esenbock (Bill Esenbock) of CA., Barbara Bowen
Lemm (Fred Lemm) of WI.,
Richard William Bowen (Patricia Star Bowen) of WA.; Nephews, Will Esenbock of CA.,
Erik Michael Helgesen of WI.,
Lars David Helgesen of WY.
Nieces, Ericka Detlefsen and
Jessica Detlefsen of CA. Cousins, Steve Bowen (Ellen), Jim
Bowen (Val) of MN./UK, Paul
Raguet of MN, Karen Raguet of
Ill, Tommy Raguet of Mexico,
Jeff Bowen (Joannie) of MN./
FL., and Diane Bowen of MN.
We wish to thank all the staff
at the Sauk Prairie Hospital,
Prairie Clinic, Sauk County
Human Services for all the
loving care and wonderful
relationships Penny and our
family developed over many
years. Penny, my sweet sister
taught us many things. Swimming and tea time will not be
the same, but I promised her I
would not quit and will carry on
her legacy of love, acceptance,
and her generosity.
Funeral services were held
virtual on Monday April 5,
2021 at 1 pm, at the following
Zoom Meeting
https://jworg.zoom.us/j/9923
388569?pwd=TmVuUHRIV2l
WUHZoNU50VnFrSVBHZz09

Now you can find us on
Facebook and Instagram!
www.facebook.com/
WiscStarNews
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AT THE LIBRARY

RUTH CULVER COMMUNITY LIBRARY
www.pdslibrary.org • 643-8318

Open for Service by Appointment, Drop-Ins as Space
Allows
The Ruth Culver Community
Library is open for browsing
the collection, computer use
and other basic services by appointment. Drop-in visits are
accepted as space allows; just
knock at the inside door. Appointments can be made by
calling 608-643-8318. Lobby
pick up and curbside service are
also available, no appointment
required. Please maintain social distancing and wear a mask
while you are here, even if you
are only briefly in the lobby.
Lobby Book Sale
The Friends of the Ruth
Culver Community Library’s
mini lobby book sale is back.
All sales are by donation, and
tables will be restocked as
space allows. Purchase a 120th
anniversary tote bag and fill it
with books for free! Drop-in to
browse the sale, no appointment
needed! Please maintain social
distancing.

Teen April Bags
Registration for the Ruth Culver Community Library’s April
Teen Tuesday bags is open. Fill
out the form at pdslibrary.org
to select which activities you’d
like to receive. Bags will be
available for pick April 5. Teen
Tuesdays are open to grades
6-12. Optional Zoom gatherings will be held at 6:45pm on
April 13 and 27. The links are
available on our calendar. Contact Meagan at 608-643-8318
or mstatz@pdslibrary.org with
questions.
Online Storytime
Join Miss Heather on Zoom
for the Ruth Culver Community Library’s online storytime
Thursday, April 8 and Thursday,
April 15 at 10:00am. The link
to join is available at pdslibrary.
org/online-storytime. No registration is required, but please
email hphelps@pdslibrary.org
if you’d like to be added to the
email list.

THE SAUK COUNTY
GARDENER

April has arrived, and the
outdoor gardening season
has officially begun for me!
There’s lots to do this time of
year so I’m referring back to
my planned tasks to make sure
I don’t miss anything. There
are some vegetables that I really enjoy, but they need cool
weather to truly prosper.
Weather permitting, start
planting your cool-weather
vegetable crops such as lettuce, spinach, onion sets, beets,
carrots, and peas. I’m going to

Current Hours
The Ruth Culver Community
Library is open by appointment
or for lobby access the following hours: Monday through
Thursday, 9:00am to 8:00pm,
Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm and
Saturday, 9:00am-1:00pm.

Laminate Covid-19 Vaccination Cards at the Library

GARDENING TIPS AND ADVICE

Getting your April Gardening Started
“Gardens are not made by
singing ‘Oh, how beautiful,’
and sitting in the shade.”
May Sarton

The Ruth Culver Community
Library is thrilled to announce
that we will begin offering free
lamination services for those
who wish to have their Covid19 vaccination card laminated.
This service will be available
while supplies last and will be
free of charge. Patrons are welcome to drop in Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm or if that doesn’t
work for your schedule, please
call the library and we can make
arrangements for you to come
when it’s more convenient.
Patrons must be present with
their cards and we do not offer
a drop-off service at this time.
However, the process will take
15 minutes or less. Please note
that it is recommended that we
laminate a photocopy of your
original card, but we are happy
to do either. If you have any
additional questions, please
contact the library at 608-6438318.

make my own seed tape for the
carrots as I really do not like
thinning them. It’s hard for me
to pull up those baby plants that
worked so hard to sprout and
grow. By creating a seed tape,
I can properly space the seeds
and then hopefully not have to
thin them. I don’t plant a lot of
carrots so creating a seed tape
is definitely a doable project.
It would be more difficult to
create a seed tape for a planting of carrots on a large scale.
If you’re interested in creating
seed tapes, it’s pretty simple.
Use streamers or toilet paper
to properly space and glue the
seeds onto the paper with egg
yolks or a thin cornstarch paste.
This is a great project to do with
kids. I had the kids at Tower

Rock Elementary School make
them for their school garden a
few years ago. I love fresh garden peas, so I must resist the
urge to plants them if the soil is
too wet. If you just can’t wait,
start peas in peat pots indoors
and then later transplant them in
the garden. I’ll just wait as there
is plenty of other tasks for me to
do. Top-dress your garden with
compost or well-rotted manure
or turn under your green manure
crop if you planted one last fall.
Walk around your yard to see
what survived and what need
to be replaced and/or divided.
Begin pruning evergreens (except pines and spruce). Spread
fertilizer in your perennial beds
if the ground can be worked and
only if fertilizer is needed. Remember, you should really do a
soil test before applying fertilizer. However, if you don’t have
soil test recommendations, you
can apply a slow-release, lownitrogen fertilizer if you didn’t
fertilize last fall. Burning caused
by too much nitrogen will be
less of a concern if you use a
slow-release formula, but always remember to read the label
carefully. Start dividing some of
your perennials if you haven’t
done so in a couple years. As
a rule of thumb, divide mums
every 1-2 years (before they
are three inches tall); coreopsis
(tickseed), yarrow, and gaillardia (blanket flower) every 2-4
years; and daisies and monarda
(bee balm) every 3-5 years. I

to pick up an adult Take and
Make kit. New kits are released
every other Wednesday. Kits
are one per person and first
come, first served. Get yours
before they run out!

AT THE LIBRARY
GEORGE CULVER COMMUNITY LIBRARY
www.saukcitylibrary.org • 643-8346
The George Culver Community Library is located at
615 Phillips Blvd. and is open
Monday - Thursday from 9:00
a.m. - 8:00 p.m., Friday from
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. The phone number is 608643-8346.
Stay up-to-date with all of
the library’s events by liking
our page on Facebook at SaukCityLibrary or by checking our
website at saukcitylibrary.org.
LIBRARY OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC
The George Culver Community Library is open to the
public! However, due to the
ongoing pandemic some restrictions remain in place, including a 10-person limit. We
will continue to offer contactless curbside pick-up. For the
full details see our website,
saukcitylibrary.org.
ADULT CRAFT NIGHT:
SPRING CARDS
Tuesday, April 13 at 6:30
p.m.
Join us for a zoom program
with Jamie Statz-Paynter to
make 4 delightful greeting
cards. All materials included.
Space is limited, so contact
the library at 608-643-8346 or
info@saukcitylibrary.org to
sign up.  
BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, April 13 at 1:00
p.m.
put in several new perennial
beds in the last couple years, so
I’m hoping I can do some dividing to spread out my plants
even more. If you enjoy planting annuals, prep your beds so
they’re ready once the weather
is warm enough for them.
However, if you have pansies,
dusty miller, and snapdragons,
you can put them out as soon
as you’ve hardened them off
(if you started them yourself).
After you finish planting your
cool-weather annuals, you can
start indoors some quick starting annuals such as bachelor’s
buttons, marigolds, or zinnias,
especially if you want to enjoy
their blooms earlier. Check your
seedlings to see if they need to
be transplanted from seed trays
to larger containers. My seed
geraniums need to be transplanted as they sprouted well
and will outgrow the seed tray
before I can plant them outside.
I also have some tomato plants
that were mislabeled as impatiens that are going to need to

April’s Pick: Unsheltered
by Barbara Kingsolver
Check out a copy at the library or download an ebook or
audiobook from Hoopladigital.
com. The book club reads a variety of fiction and nonfiction.
Book Club will be held over
Zoom. Email Emily at emily@
saukcitylibrary.org for a link to
the meeting. All are welcome.

OUTSIDE SCAVENGER
HUNT
March
Can you find all the basketballs hidden outside our library? The key is posted in a
window by our front entrance
on Dallas St. Stop in to pick up
a small prize. Get a bonus prize
for finding the basketball that is
different from the rest and telling staff its location!

BOOKS & BLANKETS
STORYTIME
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.
April 19 - May 24
We are doing Storytime outside! Bring a blanket for your
family and enjoy stories and
fun under a cottonwood tree.
Storytime is designed for children 5 and under, but everyone
is welcome. Weather permitting, space is limited. Pandemic
safety guidelines will be followed. Contact the
library for details and to sign
up.
CHILD TAKE AND
MAKE KITS
April 7, 21
Stop by the library or call us
to arrange a pick-up of a child’s
Take and Make craft kit. We
have kits for children ages 5-12
and for children under 5. New
kits are released every other
week on Wednesday. Limited
to one per child while supplies
last.
ADULT TAKE AND
MAKE KITS
April 14
We have craft kits for adults,
too! Stop by or call to arrange
be repotted before I can put
them outside. I don’t know what
kind of tomato they are, but I
couldn’t bring myself to simply
throw them out.
Finish potting up your tender
bulbs indoors if you want them
to bloom earlier once you move
them outside. I’m waiting impatiently for the dahlias and lilies I ordered to arrive as I want
to pot them up to give them a
head start. I already potted up
my other tender bulbs that I
stored over the winter. My begonias are up, my cannas have
sprouted, but sadly, my dahlias
didn’t survive winter storage.
If you did any winter sowing,
check your containers. If need
be, water them and open them
up during warm days so they
don’t cook.
Finally, April 5-9 is Master
Gardener Volunteer Week. If
you know a Master Gardener
Volunteer, please thank them for
donating their time and talents
helping others garden. In Sauk
County, we are fortunate to
have an active and loyal group

CURBSIDE PICK-UP
We are still offering curbside
pick-up. Use curbside to get
your holds or ask us to select
items for you from the library’s
collection. Call us at 608-6438346 to arrange a pick-up time.
The curbside pick-up cart is located outside the main entrance
on Dallas St.
LIBRARIAN’S CHOICE
REQUEST
Have a librarian pick out
books and movies selected specifically for you! Fill out the
form on our website, saukcitylibrary.org, to let us know what
you’re interested in. A librarian
will select movies or books for
you and call to arrange a pickup time.
BOOK-A-LIBRARIAN
Call 608-643-8346 for an
Appt.
Need help with technology or have in-depth research
questions? Call the library to
schedule a librarian. If we don’t
know the answer, we can help
you find it.
chapter who volunteer at local
school gardens, community gardens, public libraries, historical
sites, garden workshops, and
more. Many times, these volunteers are taking time away from
their own gardens during peak
growing season to help others
learn and grow. Please contact Extension Sauk County, if
you’d like to learn more about
the Master Gardener Volunteer
program and possibly becoming
a Master Gardener Volunteer.
Remember to contact Extension Sauk County if you
have any gardening questions.
Please send an email to haley.
weisert@saukcountywi.gov or
call the University of Wisconsin
Madison Division of Extension
Sauk County office at 608-3553250.
This week’s article is written
by Jeannie Manis, Sauk County
Master Gardeners Association
(SCMGA) President.

HU
Quality Building Since 1987

Custom Design, New Homes and Remodeling,
Custom Log Homes, Additions, Decks

Dan Kippley • 608-643-4639
www.kippleycustomcarpentry.com

HEIGHTS UNLIMITED
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

Food Pantry • Clothes Closet

Facebook.com/HeightsUnlimited

You can make a
difference! Donate to
Heights Unlimited to
give a neighbor a
helping hand.
Serving those in need
who reside in 53503,
53515, 53517, 53528
and 53560 ZIP codes.

HU

HEIGHTS UNLIMITED

OPEN TUESDAYS, 4:00–6:30 PM
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
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Grand Avenue Elementary

Above the Line

March was “Cooperation”

The March Above The Line theme was “Cooperation.” The
students listed below received awards on Thursday, March 18th
and Friday, March 19th from their classroom teacher or staff
member who felt that they are an individual that cooperates
well with others. Congratulations to these students!
Bottom Row (L-R): Jude Hellenbrand, Mason Ramirez,
Kelsey Marquardt, Khloe Walker
2nd Row (L-R): Ellie Reinart, Alyson Lopez, Caprina Keiser
3rd Row (L-R): Collin Williams, Nolan Sailing, Nicole Zantow
4th Row: Haydee Meyer
Not Pictured: Elijah Wieneke & Vann Ambort

Bottom Row (L-R): Margaret Engelby, Myla Steinmetz, Josie
Kinney, Sophia Blau
2nd Row (L-R): Paizley Johnson, Ethan Anderson, Keyen
Judd, Brock Esser
3rd Row (L-R): Hartley Corona, Michael Howard, Grayson
Campbell, Kendra Frey
4th Row (L-R): Piper Hodges, Jackson Coburn, Bentlee Conway, Alex Kirk
Top Row (L-R): Paityne Grahn, George Colby, Kiana Kohl,
Ben Freeman
Not Pictured: Kaylee Kettner, Henry Dean, Jude Thompson
& Ryker Koenig.

Green, Clean & Dry

We use the HOST Dry
Extraction Carpet System

Carpet Cleaning

•Deep Clean & Remove Soil & Spots

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1995 • Lift & Fluff Matted Carpet Pile

Call Us Today 608-347-1395

For details visit: hostdry.com

Solutions To All Your Pest Problems
General Insects - Spiders, Asian Beetles, Earwigs, Box Elder Bugs
Bats Removed Humanely, Rodent Control

Residential & Commercial

608-438-7590

Sauk County
encouraging
homeowners to
go with solar
The sun is shining for homeowners and business owners
throughout Sauk County, as
the Grow Solar Sauk County
(http://sauk.growsolar.org) program commences this April.
The program will allow individual home and commercial
property owners to access competitive prices for solar installations through the power of
volume purchasing.
Grow Solar Sauk County
builds on the success of a similar program in 2018, when over
65 home and small business
owners installed solar around
the county. That program surpassed its goal of adding 200
kilowatts (kW) of solar more
than twice over. The program
achieved a total capacity of over
430 kW.
One of the participants from
the 2018 program, David Kell,
explains why he and his wife
Barbra took the solar pluge:
“We wanted to decrease our
carbon footprint and use less
energy from the electric company...Our payback will be 10
years. But financial savings is
not the main reason to install
solar panels. Our main concern
is to do all we can in our household to reduce carbon in the atmosphere.”
Grow Solar Sauk County allows individual home, farm and
commercial property owners
to access lower prices for solar
installations through the power
of volume purchasing. As such,
at each interval of 50, 150, 250,
and 350 kW of solar capacity
that the program participants
collectively achieve, the price
of solar is reduced.
Between April and August,
the Midwest Renewable Energy Association will provide
free, public, one-hour long educational sessions called Solar

Power Hours via webinar for
prospective participants to learn
how solar energy works and to
answer questions. The program’s website, sauk.growsolar.
org, includes a sign up form that
area residents can fill out for an
estimate, or to receive general
program updates and Solar
Power Hour announcements.
The full calendar is available
at sauk.growsolar.org, and the
first few presentations are as
follows:
Monday, April 5 at 3 p.m.
Wednesday, April 21 at 6:30
p.m.
Friday, April 30 at noon
In total the solar arrays from
the 2018 effort produced approximately 490,000 kilowatt
hours (kWh) in their first year
of operation, saving the average
participating property owner
$1,042 on electricity bills in
the first year alone. The environmental benefits are significant as well, avoiding a total of
over 399,000 lbs of coal being
burned in their first year of operation.
The program is administered
by the MREA at no cost to the
County, and is supported by
Sauk County Land Resources
and Environment, UW-Madison
Extension, One Heart, Inc, and
Powered Up Baraboo.
Grow Solar Sauk County
Media
The MREA was incorporated
as a 501(c)3 nonprofit shortly
after the first Energy Fair in
1990. MREA’s mission is to
promote renewable energy, energy efficiency, and sustainable
living through education and
demonstration. To learn more,
call 715-592-6595 or visit
www.midwestrenew.org.
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Sauk Prairie High School FFA Optimist Club hears about
students share with Optimists Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry
February 17, the SPHS FFA
and agricultural education students shared their work with the
Sauk Prairie Optimist Club via
Zoom. Optimist member Dick
McFarlane introduced several
of the officers that were on the
Zoom call and one of their advisors, Sally Ladsten. President
Libby Hasheider shared a brief
introduction and then several
other officers elaborated on
some of the components of their
programs.
Established in 1916, the Sauk
Prairie FFA has always been
very active both locally, statewide, and nationally. The Club

has produced a number of state
officers.
A large component of FFA
are the Supervised Agricultural
Experiences (SAE). These can
range from the category of Entrepreneurships like Libby’s
sheep operation, to Placement
such as working on a dairy farm
to Research like a test plot.
Some of the experiences
shared were Philip Brickl’s
raising of beef and swine, raising llamas for showing and for
their wool, raising and training
a horse, and managing a test
plot from planting to harvest.
Due to the pandemic, this

year’s state convention was
virtual and their officer retreat
to make plans for the year was
held at the high school with
masks and social distancing.
FFA Week, February 20-27
will be different. They will be
building bird houses and other
activities that can be completed
with safety precautions. They
will be able to conduct a food
drive and a Pack the Van event.
Some upcoming events besides their monthly meetings
are a Blood Drive on April 21 at
the River Hills Church in Sauk
City and hopefully a drive-thru
Fish Fry in May.

Outreach specialist for Alzheimer’s
was guest speaker for Optimists
Bonnie Nuttkinson, Outreach Specialist, at the
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center (ADRC)
and Wisconsin Alzheimer’s Institute in the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and
Public Health, was guest speaker at the February
3 Sauk Prairie Optimist Zoom meeting. Dick McFarlane is the Optimist February Speaker Chair
who recruited Nuttkinson.
The Center is one of 31 National Institute of
Health (NIH) funded Alzheimer’s Disease Research Centers with four Exploratory Centers.
Each center in the US has a focus; the Maison
center’s focus is prevention. The Center in Madison provides the infrastructure for Alzheimer’s
research at the UW-Madison. The neuropsychology testing they do provides data that is used
world wide. They are housed in geriatrics which
is different from other centers. Many others are
housed in radiology, neurology and psychiatry.
Nuttkinson shared the differences between normal forgetfulness and memory loss. Some examples of normal forgetfulness include sometimes
misplacing keys or other items, momentarily forgetting a friend’s name, occasionally searching
for a word, occasionally forgetting details from
the distant past, and when driving momentarily
forget ting where to turn but quickly orienting
him/herself.
Memory loss examples include frequently
misplacing items, frequently forgetting a friend’s
name or being slow at recalling them, forgetting
recent events of newly learned information, asking the same questions over and over again, and
becoming temporarily lost more often or having
trouble reading a map.
Scientists have determined a buildup of beta
amyloid and tau proteins are the cause of AD. Associated changes begin in our body up to 20 years
before the onset of symptoms. Their Center studies early diagnosis and prevention with work on
“brain buffers.” One in three people 85 and older
have AD.
Nuttkinson discussed two longitudinal AD
studies conducted at their ADRC. One is the Wisconsin ADRC Clinical Core which is their main
research and is now ten years old. The other is the
Wisconsin Registry for AD Prevention (WRAP)
which is the oldest registry in the world of family
histories of the disease.
There are two registries in which people may
participate.
The Wisconsin
ADRC Recruit-

Bonnie Nuttkinson
ment Registry which is a listing of people interested in AD-related research studies. The other
is the Demonstrating Care Resource Recruitment
Program which provides the opportunity for both
people with memory problems and their caregivers to understand how to improve care. She emphasized that anyone interested in participating in
these registries go to www.adrc.wisc.edu/reserachstudy and download an interest form to fill out
and return to the Center.
When participating in the first registry, some
procedures that are standard are memory testing,
a physical exam, a fasting blood test and biomarkers procedures such as an MRI, a lumbar puncture
(spinal tap) and a PET. Follow-up visits are every
year or every other year.
At this time there are four medications approved for AD. They do not change the brain but
help the brain “fire” better and longer.
To be placed on the Center’s newsletter list, go
to www.adrc.wisc.edu/newsletter and to view an
excellent podcast “Dementia Matters” go to www.
adrc.wisc.edu/dementia-matters.
The next Optimist Zoom meeting is February
17 and will feature the Sauk Prairie High School
FFA officers invited by Dick
McFarlane.
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At their March 3 virtual Zoom meeting, the
Sauk Prairie Optimist Club welcomed guest
speaker, Kris Ballweg, director of the Sauk
Prairie Area Food Pantry (SPAFP).
Pop-up food distributions at Bluffview, the
“backpack program”, which was moved to
the Food Pantry from 6:8, and various types
of “bags” for patrons of the Pantry were explained.
The “backpack program” provides boxes of
food to 135 school families at Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Spring, and Summer breaks.
Other bags, that are given out at distributions, in addition to boxes of dry goods and the
cooler and freezer bags, have themes which can
range from personal products, soup fixings to
baking bags and breakfast bags.
Food Share is a program in which families
receive cards, can go to the grocery store and
pick out what they want. When the Food Share
program increases benefits, the use of the Food
Pantry tends to go down.
The Pantry has five distributions a month
on the first, second, and fourth Wednesdays of
the month from 5:30-6:30 pm and on the third
Wednesday and Saturday from 9:30-10:30
am. Due to the pandemic, the distributions are
“drive-thru” with volunteers loading up their
boxes and bags. The families describe this process as “fast” and “efficient.” However, “This
type of distribution takes more work to get
ready,” said Ballweg as boxes and bags must
be packed and ready to go at distribution times
rather than patrons coming into the pantry
and selecting items off the shelves, with a limit
of how much food can be selected in each food
area.
To qualify for Food Pantry assistance is quite
easy. A person needs to go to the Pantry and
answer a few questions such as whether they
live in the SP School District (as the SPAFP
only serves residents of the school district).
When asked how much time she spends at
the pantry each week, Ballweg replied “20-30
hours per week” plus volunteer time she donates. She now has a part-time assistant 10-15
hours per month who focuses on the Annex
Program.
The Annex Program provides a “mini pantry” in each school. The SPHS has a separate
pantry and Grand Avenue, for example, provides snacks for students.
Some exciting events recently were being
the recipient of a grant which allowed them to

purchase an electric pallet jack which helped
to unload TEFAP loads weighing 6000-9000
pounds the last quarter of 2020. The new
equipment is greatly appreciated with loads of
this nature.
Also, through donations and gifts, the pantry was able to purchase a truck. Now they
can accept additional TEFAP (The Emergency
Food Assistance Program) products such as
eggs, milk, and more and enables the pantry to
conduct events such as the “pop-up” distributions. Boxes can be unloaded directly into cars
at distributions like these and the school break
boxes can easily be delivered to Tower Rock,
Merrimac etc.
The pantry recently applied for and was
awarded a grant from Sauk Prairie Healthcare
to provide food to those who cannot get to the
pantry. School counselors asked families who
would like to take part and in February, the
first month of operation, 40 families responded
they would like to participate. Due to confidentiality, the school district delivers the food
to the families. For March, 43 families are taking part. This is a nine-month project.
When asked how we can best support the
Food
Pantry, Ballweg replied that volunteering
is most welcome. There is a sign-up page by
date and time that potential volunteers can
use. Strict social distancing guidelines, mask
wearing etc. are followed at the panty. She also
said volunteers can sign up for group projects
as well. Guidelines are followed with those as
well.
Besides food donations, non-food items
needed are: toothbrushes, baby wipes and diapers, shampoos and conditioners, toilet paper
and paper towels, and laundry and dish detergents.
She expressly mentioned Piggly Wiggly,
Sauk Prairie Market and the Mixing Bowl as
businesses that assist the pantry with food.
Ballweg took the time to clarify the two separate organizations that are housed in the same
building. She emphasized that the SPAFP and
6:8, Inc. are two separate organizations with
separate boards and bylaws. The SPAFP rents
their space in the 6:8 building. The pantry
and 6:8 share common goals, for example 6:8
reaches out to those who are experiencing food
insecurity or other areas of poverty, the pantry
provides the food for these families. “We work
together very well,” says Ballweg.
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ELECTION
64% of the seats up for reelection. In the Assembly, Republicans won about 54% of all
votes, but about 62% of seats.
In 2014 and 2016, Democrats
received more than 50% of all
votes cast for state Senate seats,
but won only about 40% of the
seats, according to an analysis
by the Wisconsin State Journal.
Gerrymandering districts is
“the most important driver of
election outcomes,” said Barry
Burden, a political science
professor and director of the
Elections Research Center at
UW-Madison.
“Although there are improvements to be made in the
campaign finance system and
in other election rules and prac-

FROM PAGE 1
tices,” he said, “the configuration of districts has proved to be
the most powerful determinant
of state legislative election results.”
Burden noted both parties
have won recently in statewide
elections for president, U.S.
senate and governor — races
that can’t be gerrymandered —
calling it “a sign of the inherent political competitiveness of
Wisconsin.”
“But that competitiveness has
not been apparent in the state
legislature, where the majority party has been able to rely
on extremely stable majorities
that seem immune to partisan
swings that affect other elections,” Burden said. “A wave

election such as the 2018 midterm or a big financial advantage is not going to allow the
Democrats to take back control
of a state legislature designed to
resist public influence.”
Many experts, including a
federal court, have called Wisconsin the most gerrymandered
state in the country.
THE RESULTS
Thanks mainly to six-figure
infusions of cash from their
party, the fundraising of Democratic candidates dwarfed
Republicans in many swing
districts.
But they got meager returns,
at best, for their money.

State Sen. Brad Pfaff (D-La
Crosse) was one of the few
Democrats to win a swing district. Pfaff raised and spent a
state record $1.5 million and
squeaked past his Republican challenger Dan Kapanke,
who raised and spent about
$600,000, by less than half a
percentage point.
Jonathon Hansen, a De Pere
city councilman, raised and
spent more than $1.4 million,
while his Republican challenger Eric Wimberger raised
and spent about $800,000.
Hansen lost by more than 8
percentage points and 8,000
votes.
“We raised a lot of money,
but campaign spending can
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only go so far in terms of overcoming gerrymandering and the
partisan lean of a district, especially given that the numbers
of voters willing to ticket-split
continues to dwindle,” Hansen
told The Badger Project.
Neal Plotkin, a substitute
teacher, raised and spent more
than $1.2 million in his challenge to powerhouse fundraiser
and longtime state Sen. Alberta
Darling (R-River Hills), who
spent about $1 million.
Plotkin was beaten by more
than 8 percentage points, a total
of 10,000 votes.
And Paul Piotrowski, a Democrat and former police officer
from Stevens Point, raised and
spent more than $1.1 million
in his challenge to incumbent
state Sen. Patrick Testin (RStevens Point), who spent about
$800,000.
Piotrowski lost by more than
12 percentage points or 12,000
votes.
THE LOOPHOLE THAT
ALLOWS MILLIONS TO
FLOW
Huge donations from outside the state are becoming the
norm in Wisconsin, where legal
changes have allowed ever-increasing political donations in
recent years.
Following the 2014 U.S. Supreme Court case, McCutcheon
vs. F.E.C., that deemed Wisconsin’s annual $10,000 limit
on total political donations unconstitutional, the Republicancontrolled legislature went even
further in loosening campaign
finance laws, including doubling the limit on direct donations to political candidates.
In 2018, the Wisconsin GOP
benefited from the loosened re-
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OTHER POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS FOR REPUBLICAN DOMINANCE
Bob Kulp, a Republican who
served in the Wisconsin State
Assembly from 2013 until last
year, said money doesn’t really
buy elections, at least at the
state legislative level.
“A legislator who’s doing
their job and is responsive to
their friends and neighbors and
they’re handling their business,
I think that you could put a lot
of money against the incumbent
and it won’t necessarily change
the election,” he said.
“Unseating an incumbent is
a pretty tough thing.” he added.
Democrats are currently far
behind in both houses of the
state legislature in terms of
seats, so the party has to run
against incumbents in many
districts.
Like every state, Wisconsin
must draw new district maps
before the next state election
in 2022. But Wisconsin is different from other states in that
the governor can veto any maps
drawn by the legislature, an
almost certain outcome, considering Gov. Tony Evers is
a Democrat and Republicans
control both legislative houses.
In that case, the courts must
settle the issue.
Republicans are proposing
that the state’s Supreme Court,
which has a conservative majority, take direct control of
the bevy of likely lawsuits and
make the final decision regarding the maps. But in a recent
hearing, the court’s right-leaning Chief Justice Patience Roggensack expressed skepticism
with the idea, saying the state
court lacks the staff to draw
maps.
The last time Wisconsin
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ELECTION
state government was split —
in 2002 — the state Supreme
Court flirted with overseeing a
process for drawing districts,
but ultimately declined and
kicked the issue to the federal
courts. Roggensack and Justice
Annette Ziegler, both conservatives on the court then and now,
rejected the state court overseeing the process at that time.
Anticipating the upcoming

T

FROM PAGE 8
court battles for redistricting,
Republicans have already hired
lawyers that could cost the state
$1 million or more in legal
fees, according to a report from
WisPolitics. Evers has launched
The People’s Maps Commission to draw what he says will
be fair maps. But the commission has no legal authority, as
the state’s constitution gives the
legislature the ability to approve

H

A

the districts.
But even if the federal courts
give Wisconsin more competitive maps for the coming decade, Democrats still might
face an uphill climb to win majorities in Assembly and Senate
races.
Left-wing voters tend to gerrymander themselves by residing in concentrated urban areas.
Modern Republican voters are

N

much more spread out across
the state and country, including in vast rural areas where
Democrats are less popular.
That gives Republicans a natural advantage in the redistricting
process, Burden said
While he lost ground in many
urban and suburban areas from
2016 to 2020, President Donald Trump dominated rural
precincts, helping Republicans

maintain and even gain seats
while he lost re-election.
Kulp, the former Republican
Assemblyman, scoffed at the
idea that favorable redistricting helped him win his district
in rural central Wisconsin that
includes parts of Marathon and
Clark counties.
“Hard left people indicate
that I was only there because of
gerrymandering, which is really

O

Y

K

stupid,” he said, “because you
have to go a long way from my
former residence in Stratford
in the 69th District, in order to
carve out a purple district., let
alone a blue district.”
“We are just a heck of a lot
redder than we’ve ever been,”
he added.
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SAUK CITY & PRAIRIE DU SAC
River Arts on Water Gallery
has new artwork

River Arts on Water Gallery invites visitors to view new artwork, a new gallery layout, and new
featured artists! Located at 590 Water St, Prairie du Sac, the gallery is open Thursday-Saturday
10am-5pm.
The new look features guest artist Letha Kelsey of Lodi and Luann Roberts Smith of Mazomanie. Kelsey works in mixed media collage and painting, while Roberts Smith specializes in
jewelry and encaustic. Their work will be featured in the gallery through June 2021.
Along with the featured artists, the gallery hosts the work of 37 local artists who live within 35
miles of Prairie du Sac. Stop in to enjoy beautiful art, support local artists, and relax on our river
deck (no purchase necessary)!
Masks and social distancing are required in the space. For more information, email Kristina
at kcoopman@riverartsinc.org or visit www.riverartsinc.org.
PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
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BLACK EARTH & MAZOMANIE
LIBRARY
CORNER
NEWS FROM THE BLACK EARTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
www.blackearthlibrary.org

Library Service Update
The library has returned to no-contact walk-up pickup only for
reserved books. When notified that a reserved book has come in,
patrons will need to call the library at 608-767-4905 to schedule a
pick-up appointment. Access to the library will be allowed by appointment only for browsing, using library computers/Wi-Fi, printing, photocopying/scanning. Visit blackearthlibrary.org, and find us
on Facebook and Instagram for more updates.
Appointments will be available most of our regular hours (BUT
HOURS MAY VARY):
Monday - Thursday: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monthly Activity Grab Bags for Kids
We now have Monthly Activity Grab Bags for Kids! Packed with

activity sheets and other fun goodies, these grab bags will hopefully
fill your month with fun. Give us a call at 608-767-4905 to have
your April bag set aside for no-contact pick-up.
Build Your Own Storytime
Kirsten will be reading a new picture book every Monday. Visit
our YouTube channel anytime for videos of your favorite songs,
rhymes and stories to enjoy at home. Go to blackearthlibrary.org
and click on our YouTube link, or search for Black Earth Public
Library on YouTube. Don’t forget to subscribe!
Build Your Own Twist & Shout
Dance and sing with Kirsten to songs by The Learning Groove!
Just visit our YouTube channel to find your favorite tunes, and get
those wiggles out whenever you want.
1000 Books Before Kindergarten Club on Beanstack
Go to blackearthlibrary.beanstack.org to get signed up for our
1000 Books Before Kindergarten Club. All children from birth until
the start of Kindergarten are welcome to join. The goal is to encourage you to read 1000 books with your child before the start of
school. Not only does this provide a solid reading foundation, and
encourage school success, but it’s also a lot of fun! When you’ve
finished the program, your child will earn a free book and book bag.
(Note: If you have already started this program on paper, feel free to
continue on paper or transfer to Beanstack.)

Digital Magazines on Overdrive & Libby
Wisconsin’s Digital Library now offers digital magazines on
Overdrive and Libby! Over 3000 titles are available. Just look for
“Magazine” under “Format” when doing an advanced search on
the apps, or click on the “Collections” tab on their website (wplc.
overdrive.com or visit blackearthlibrary.org for the link). Happy
reading!
Online Resources
Don’t forget that with your Black Earth Library card you have
access to many online resources such as:
OverDrive/Libby for e-books, audiobooks, and digital magazines
Hoopla for music, videos, e-books, comics and audiobooks
Kanopy for streaming videos
Ancestry.com
Consumer Reports
NoveList Plus
Transparent Language
Please visit our website blackearthlibrary.org for links to access
our online resources. You may also visit us on Facebook and Instagram for other updates.

Black Earth Chaplains recount story of USAT Dorchester
Tom Bennett and Bill Rettenmund are the
Chaplains for Mickelsons-Martin Black Earth
American Legion Post 313. At a recent Legion
meeting they recounted the story of the USAT
Dorchester and the bravery of the Chaplains
who served aboard her. This year marks the
78th Anniversary of the sinking of the ship.
During World War II, the icy waters of the
North Atlantic were known as Torpedo Junction, due to the German U-boats that infested
it. On Feb. 3, 1943, the USAT Dorchester, an
old coastal steamer, was slowly making its way
through those waters bound for Greenland.
Most of the men aboard were seasick, and
because they were in U-boat waters, the captain directed the men to keep outer gear and
life jackets on at all times. Moving among the
men were four Army chaplains: George Fox
(Methodist), Alexander Goode (Jewish), Clark
Poling (Dutch Reformed) and John Washington
(Roman Catholic). The chaplains talked with
and listened to the men, soothing apprehensions,
offering encouragement or sharing a joke. By
their concern, their camaraderie with the men
and one another, and their very presence, they
brought solace.
An enemy submarine, stalking the ship undetected, fired a torpedo toward the ship’s stern.
The torpedo exploded in the boiler room, destroying the electric supply and releasing suffocating clouds of steam and ammonia gas. Many
on board died instantly. Some were trapped
below deck. Others jolted from their bunks and
stumbled their way to the decks of the stricken
vessel. Taking on water rapidly, the ship began
listing to starboard.
Because security reasons prevented the use of
distress flares, escort vessels sailed on into the
darkness, unaware that the USAT Dorchester
was sinking.
Meanwhile, overcrowded lifeboats capsized in
the icy waters. Rafts drifted away before anyone
could reach them. Men clung to the rails, frozen
with fear, unwilling to let go and plunge into the
dark, churning water far below.
The four chaplains calmed the frightened
men, got them into the spare lifejackets and
urged them over the side. Soon the supply of
extra life jackets ran out with men still waiting.
Having decided to remain with the sinking ship,
the four chaplains gave to the frightened servicemen their own lifejackets.
Too quickly, no more lifeboats could be
launched and many men were left aboard, but
there was more for the chaplains to do. As the
ship went down, survivors in nearby rafts could
see the four chaplains, arm in arm with the remaining men, in prayer and singing “Amazing
Grace”. Of the 902 men aboard the Dorchester,
672 died.
In 1944 the Distinguished Service Cross and
Purple Heart were awarded posthumously to
the chaplains’ next of kin, and in 1961 President
Eisenhower awarded a special Medal for Heroism.
Top, Tom Bennett and Bill Rettenmund,
Chaplains.
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BLACK EARTH & MAZOMANIE
Mazomanie
The Village of Mazomanie
Board meets on the second

and fourth Tuesdays of each
month, except in December.
The board meets on the first
Tuesday of December. All
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A Division of:

other committees meet on demand.
The Town Board of Mazomanie meets on the second
Monday of every month at
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall,
711 West Hudson Street.
The Wisconsin Heights
School Board meets the second and fourth Mondays of
each month at 6:30 in the Step
Room at the Middle School/
High School.
Food Pantry: The “Christians in Action Food Pantry”
will be open Saturdays, from
10-11:30 a.m. in the Mazomanie Community Building
at 9 Brodhead. At this time, it
will not be open on Tuesdays.
In order to limit contact, food
will be delivered in prepacked
bags and boxes via curbside
pick-up on Brodhead Street.
When you arrive, please pull
your car parallel to the curb.
The line will begin on Brodhead
and turn the corner and go down
Crescent Street. You will be required to wear mask.
Mazomanie Free Library
Hours
Monday through Thursday:
10 a.m. to noon, 2-7 p.m.
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Mazomanie Free Library Board meets on the
fourth Wednesday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the library.
The Friends of the Mazomanie Free Library meet the
third Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m., also at the library.
The Mazomanie Music

Conservancy (MMC) holds
‘Another Friday Night in
Downtown Mazomanie’ free
concerts throughout the year
at 6 p.m. at the Mazomanie
Community Building.
The Wildlife Forever ATV
Club holds meetings the second Monday of every month
unless indicated otherwise.
The club is accepting membership applications. Donations are
always welcome. All proceeds
go to signage for roads and
trails. Contact Diane Halverson
regarding questions at dianemariehalverson@gmail.com.
The St. Barnabas/St. John
the Baptist (Holy Cross Parish) estate sale starts March
25, at 410 Cramer St, Mazomanie.
Thursday, March 25, 8:00
a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday, March 26, 8:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 27, 8:00
a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
There is like-new furniture,
as well as decorative items,
linens, kitchenware, gardening
items, tools, wicker, lamps, stereo equipment, books, records,
fishing and camping equipment.
Many beautiful collectibles and
antique furniture, as well as
canning jars
This is a fun sale full of treasures.
Holy Cross Parish volunteers as well as customers are
encouraged to practice social
distancing and wearing mask.
“A mask protects you and me
both”.

FULL SERVICE AUTO, TRUCK, & TIRE REPAIR

501 W. Main St. • Mt. Horeb
437-5536
Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30 - 5
Saturday 7:30 - Noon

IN-THE-FIELD FARM TIRE SERVICE

As a Firestone Certified Farm Tire Dealer, our service to you starts with knowledgeable
advice, farm tire recommendations that fit your needs, and a commitment to your
total satisfaction. We’re ready to meet your in-field farm tire service needs, too, with:

• Fast response from highly trained service professionals.
• Fully equipped service trucks.
• Farm tire replacement.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Historical Society
Rummage Sale
The Black Earth Historical
Society is preparing for a Spring
Rummage Sale (April 16 and
17) and they need your items!
Your donation is tax deductible
and very much appreciated. No
clothing or electronic items
please! They also need more
old toys and dolls donated for
an upcoming display. Please
call Debbie Ballweg at (608)
445-6871 to arrange for your
drop off at the History Center
(1022 Blue Mounds St.)
Display at the Depot

• On-the-spot tire repairs and calcium service.

TO $2,000!1

A new bath or shower system!

Double your
Interest-Free Financing
from 2 to 4 years!
2

Senior, Military & Previous Customer Discounts!

Double your Bonus
from a $100 to a $200 gift card

(608)-338-1170
www.madcitybaths.com

CALL TODAY!

1. New orders only. Minimum purchase required. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 2. Financing available
with minimum purchase and approved credit. Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC. is neither a broker nor a lender.
Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Mad City Windows & Baths, Inc., under terms
and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements and
satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimate only. Ask for details. New
orders only. Not valid with any other offer, or previous job. 3. New orders only. Minimum purchase required. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. Gift card issued upon completion of installation and receipt of full payment. Gift
card not issued if customer cancels order or if credit is declined. Applicable to installed customers only.

Mazomanie Midland UMC
blood drive on April 10th, at
10235 County Road KP, from
8 a.m. to noon. For an appointment call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org
Use sponsor code Mazomanie
You can save up to 15 minutes when you donate blood
by using RapidPass! Visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for
more information.
All donations tested for
COVID-19 antibodies. Results
in 1-2 wks.
RedCrossBlood.org/AntibodyTesting

Black Earth
The Village Board of Black
Earth meets the first week on
the month at 6:30 p.m. in the
municipal building. Call the
village office at (608)767-4901
for specific meeting days and
dates.
The Town Board of Black
Earth usually meets at 6:30
p.m. on the first Tuesday of
each month in the lower level
of 1116 Mills Street, Black
Earth. Information about
scheduled meetings is available
on the town website calendar.
The Town Board of Berry
meets the third Monday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at the
Town Hall, 9046 State Road
19, Mazomanie. Information
about scheduled meetings is
Outside viewing from the
window on the ramp--daytime
only, no lights--and visitors
may have to walk through a
little snow at times to get to the
window.
Displays at the Black Earth
Historical Society had been
stymied the past year by
COVID-19, but the opportunity
to display the historic Barber
Sister’s Christmas nativity scene
and village in the Children’s
Museum this past Christmas
season has encouraged the
historical society to look for
other ways to display. More
new displays will be coming to
the BECM windows as long as
the windows are available.
Spring/Easter Collection

available on the town website.
The Town Board of Vermont meets monthly, typically
on the second Monday of each
month at the Vermont Town
Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Heights Unlimited Community Resource Center,
1529 State St. (Hwy 14), Suite
B, Black Earth, offers food,
clothing and more to residents
in the following ZIP codes:
53503, 53515, 53517, 53528,
53560. Distribution is 4-6:30pm
every Tuesday. Contact us at
608-767-3663 or email info@
HeightsUnlimited.net. Interested in volunteering? Email
ritajane622@gmail.com or michelle.ballweg@gmail.com.
The Black Earth Historical Society meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Black Earth
History Center, 1022 Blue
Mounds Street. The public is
welcome.
Black Earth Public Library
Hours
Monday through Thursday,
10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Mickelsons-Martin American Legion Post 313 meets
the second Monday of each
month at 6:00 p.m. at the Legion Hall located at 1116 Mills
Street Black Earth. Entry is
through the rear door. Call Dennis J. Wood at 608-767-3665
with any questions.

The public is invited to
take a look back at Spring in
Black Earth with the Black
Earth Historical Society.
Their new Spring/Easter/
St. Patrick’s Day display is
up and ready for viewing
from outside the windows at
the Black Earth Children’s
Museum. The display features
photos of Spring in Black
Earth, Easter and St. Patrick’s
Day postcards from the late
1800s to the 1950s, as well as
classic and reproduction Easter
memorabilia and decorations.
The display can be viewed from
the windows and will be lit
during evening hours. Watch for
future displays from the BEHS.

PETS OF THE WEEK

Spring Blowout DOUBLE YOUR SAVINGS!
Sale!
FROM $1,000

with bath or shower purchase

Museum
On display now at the Black
Earth Historical Society’s Depot
Museum is a handcrafted rustic
wood art display depicting a
100-year-old farm and sawmill.
The set affectionately known
as “Works of Art” by Arthur
Moen, formerly of 1438
Center Street, Black Earth was
recently donated by John Trager
of Mazomanie. Trager also
donated two shopping carts with
baskets from Simley’s Grocery.
One cart can be seen behind the
farm set display and contains
some old grocery products and
a crock from Simley’s.

All proceeds go directly to
Holy Cross Building fund.
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Bo-Peep is a 1 year old, medium mixed breed looking for someone to trust and love. In her short life, she’s already had to deal with
some pretty traumatic experiences. She’s ready be your companion
no matter what. Because of her past, she’s a bit shy at first, but
doesn’t take long to warm up to you. She’s looking for a home
with no other pets. She’d prefer an active home that’s ready to take
her for lots of walks. She’s spayed and up to date on vaccinations.
Billy is almost 1 years old and is looking to celebrate her birthday
in her forever home. She came to us as a very frightened orphaned
kitten. She’s enjoying her time in her foster home, but is looking
for a home to call her own. Though she’s made a lot of progress in
her foster home, she is looking for a quiet home with no dogs. She
needs to have another cat in the home as she’s much more confident
with another feline friend around. She’s spayed and up to date on
vaccinations.
Pets can be adopted from the Sauk County Animal Shelter, 618
Highway 136, Baraboo. Monday, Wednesday, Friday: noon-5 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday: noon-7p.m. Saturday: 11-4 p.m. 608-356-2520
www.saukhumane.org
Not able to adopt? Donations needed: cat litter, dog and cat chow,
bleach, and paper towels.
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Your

Really, my dear, when
it comes to finding a job,
there is no substitute
for the classifieds. It’s
elementary! Try it today!

Call Tim Jensen for an Interview today 1-800-772-1734

Do you need to open
paths, widen fields, create
food plots or clear
pastures & fence lines?
Give us a call
or check us
out online!
608.225.1169
www.timpostservices.com

PIONEER POINTE

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES

SEARCH

is over!

i
91st Ann versar y!

Steady Work Available

LOCAL • REGIONAL • OTR
Full Time Class-A CDL for food grade liquid/dry bulk.
• Excellent pay • 100% paid beneﬁts
• 2+ years driving experience • Good driving record

APPLY NOW! www.jensentransport.com

Create the Home of Your Dreams!
Your brand new home will back up to ‘action’ of Pioneer Pointe.
The area’s NEWEST golf course with lots starting at just $169,900.

PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!
AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

PAGE 13

Serving the Community for 60 Years

Agriculture • Commercial
Residential

“We Sell The Best - And Service The Rest!”
• Excavating • Sewers • Perk Testing • Pumps
Hot Water Heaters • Carrier Heating & Air Conditioners
• Automatic Water Softeners •Water Lines

402 John Q Adams St. • Sauk City, MP #999773

608.643.8531

Spring Blowout DOUBLE YOUR SAVINGS!
FROM $1,000
Sale!
TO $2,000!1
A new Windows!

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
1) Model # 101 Carolina
2) Model # 203 Georgia
3) Model # 305 Biloxi
4) Model # 403 Augusta

• Middleton/Cross Plains Schools • Lower Town of Middleton Taxes • Golf, Tennis,
Pools, Pickle Ball • Clubhouse with Pro Shop • Local Restaurant • Exercise Facility
See our website www.pioneerpointe.com
Timothy Roehl
Top 5% of Coldwell Banker
Agents in the World
tim@698sold.com
Cell: (608) 698.SOLD (7653)

Double your
Interest-Free Financing
from 2 to 4 years!

$40,840.. BALANCE OWED $17,000
$49,500.. BALANCE OWED $19,950
$36,825.. BALANCE OWED $14,500
$42,450.. BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
Make any plan design changes you desire!
Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual
Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
BBB
NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!
A+ Rating
*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

2

Senior, Military & Previous Customer Discounts!

Double your Bonus
from a $100 to a $200 gift card
with window purchase

(608)-338-1170
www.madcitywindows.com

CALL TODAY!

1. New orders only. Price based on purchase of seven (7) Double-Hung white-on-white windows, or seven (7) 2 Lite
Sliders, up to 101 united inches. Includes basic installation. Does not include exterior cladding, or lead-safe installation
on homes built before 1978. Excludes tax. Not valid with any other offer, or previous job. See representative for
details. 2.Financing available with minimum purchase and approved credit. Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC, is neither
a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Mad City Windows & Baths, LLC,
under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements
and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimate only. Ask for details. New
orders only. Not valid with any other offer, or previous job. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase
date if the purchase balance is not paid in full within the/by the end of the 24 month period or if you make a late
payment. 3. Installation only. Offer applies to new orders with minimum purchase required. Not valid with any other offer,
or previous job. Discount issued upon completion of installation and deducted from final invoice. Discount not issued if
customer cancels order or if credit is declined. Applicable to installed customers only.

Brain Games

Jokes &
Riddles

Q. What do you get if you
pour hot water down a
rabbit hole?
A. Hot cross bunnies!

Q. What do you call a rabbit
with fleas?
A. Bugs Bunny!
Q. Why shouldn’t you tell an
Easter egg a joke?
A. It might crack up!
Q. How did the soggy Easter
Bunny dry himself?
A. With a hare-dryer!
Q. Why did the Easter Bunny
cross the road?
A. Because the chicken had
his Easter eggs!
Q. What did the rabbit say to
the carrot?
A. It’s been nice gnawing
you!
Q. How did the Easter Bunny
rate the Easter parade?
A. He said it was eggscellent!
Q. How does the Easter
Bunny travel?
A. By hare-plane!
Q. How does the Easter
Bunny stay fit?
A. Eggs-ercise and harerobics!

Sudoku answer:

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle.
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Stimulate your brain!
Fun for all ages!
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Has it been a while since you’ve gone out for breakfast?

Treat yourself!

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

HU

YOU’VE GOT IT.

There are lots of restaurant choices in our newspaper.

Somebody else wants it!

Now you can
find us on
Facebook and
Instagram!

TOWN OF VERMONT
BOARD MEETING

www.facebook.com/
WiscStarNews

April 12 at 7:00 p.m.

505 BROADWAY, BARABOO, WISCONSIN 53913
(608) 355-3245
WWW.CO.SAUK.WI.US

Meeting will be held by
phone conference due to
Covid 19.
To join the call, dial 608422-4798.
See townofvermont.com
for meeting agendas.
Please note: You can sign
up for emailed meeting agendas at www.vermonttownship.com
Publish: 4/8/21 WNAXLP

NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Land Resources and
Environment Committee of the Sauk County Board of
Supervisors will hold a public hearing on April 27, 2021, at 9:15
a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, in the
County Board Room at the Sauk County West Square Building in
the City of Baraboo to consider:
1.

Petition 06-2021. A petition from Marcus & Lollie Wheeler
c/o Chris & Lea Ann Gieck to consider a rezone from a
Resource Conservancy to a Recreation Commercial zoning district and conditional use permits for a Recreation
Facility, Outdoor pursuant to s. 7.035(3) and Campground
pursuant to s. 7.036(2) and Resort pursuant s. 7.036(6) of
the Sauk County Zoning Ordinance. Said rezone and
conditional uses are located in the Town of Baraboo,
Sauk County.
Lands affected by the proposed rezone and conditional
uses are located in the part of the NW¼, of the NW¼ and
SW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 14, T11N, R6E, Town of
Baraboo, and as further described in Petition 6-2021. Tax
parcel identification number 002-0415-00000 and 0020411-00000. For additional information, contact Brian
Simmert at (608) 355-4834.

2.

Petition 07-2021. A petition from Connie Hartje/ CK Hartje
LLC, to consider a conditional use permit for an multiple
family dwelling, 2 units, pursuant to s. 7.037(4)(d) Said
existing conditional use is located in the Town of La Valle,
Sauk County.
Lands affected by the proposed conditional use are located in part of the SE¼, NW¼, Section 22, T13N, R3E,
Town of La Valle, and as further described in Petition 072021. Tax parcel identification number 024-0601-00000.
For additional information, contact Will Christensen at
(608) 355-4831.

3.

Petition 08-2021. A petition from Nelson Yoder to consider
an expansion to a structure where an existing conditional
use permit has been approved, pursuant to s. 7.151(12)
on land owned by Nelson Yoder.. Said existing conditional use is located in the Town of Bear Creek, Sauk County.
Lands affected by the proposed conditional use are located in the NW ¼, NW ¼ of Section 2, Town 10 North,
Range 3 East, CSM 6616 LOT 1, Town of Bear Creek,
and as further described in Petition 08-2021. Tax parcel
identification number 004-0392-10000. For additional
information, contact Gina Templin-Steward at (608) 3554835.

Any person desiring more information or to request a map of
the proposed rezone/conditional use may contact the Sauk
County Land Resources and Environment Office staff member
noted under each petition.
Testimony of persons to appear at the public hearing; any person so desiring will be given a reasonable opportunity to express
their opinions on the matter before the Committee.
If you have a disability and need help, reasonable accommodations can be made for those so requesting provided that a 48
hour notice is given. Please call (608) 355-3285 or TDD (608)
355-3490.
For all other questions please contact Brian Simmert at (608)
355-4834 email at brian.simmert@saukcountywi.gov
Dated at Baraboo, Wisconsin, this 30th day of March 2021.
Brian Simmert
Sauk County Land Resources and Environment
This notice can also be found at www.wisconsinpublicnotices.org or www.co.sauk.wi.us/legalnotices
Publish: 4/7/21, 4/8/21, 4/14/21, 4/15/21 WNAXLP

• Condiments (mustard,
catsup, salad dressings)
• Crackers of all types
• Cereal (low-sugar)
• Canned chicken
• Chunky soups
• Canned pineapple
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
• Paper products (tissues,
Food Pantry • Clothes Closet
toilet paper, and
paper towels)
Facebook.com/HeightsUnlimited
• Detergent/cleaning
Serving those in need who reside in 53503, 53515, supplies
HU
• Pancake mixes, syrup
53517, 53528 and 53560 ZIP codes.
• Canned and boxed
meals
Open Tuesdays, 4:00–6:30 pm
• Cash donations are
Located on Hwy. 14, Black Earth
always appreciated
to help where needed
Enter BP Station parking lot, proceed to 2nd building to the west.

HEIGHTS UNLIMITED

Got something special you no longer use?
Sell it in the Classifieds.
It may just be the perfect item
to fill somebody else’s need.

LAND RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT
DEPARTMENT

TOP NEEDS:

CHURCH NOTES
Vermont Lutheran ChurchELCA
9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
www.vermontlutheran.org
608-767-3312 (office)
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
GraceWay Church
65 13th Street, Prairie du Sac,
608-643-6064 Web:
gracewaysaukprairie.org
9:00 a.m. Sun. Worship Service
Curtiss Street Bible Fellowship
Non-denominational Church
10416 Curtiss Street,
Mazomanie
Office phone# 608-795-2400
Sunday worship service
9:30am or view online at
CSBF.org
Black Earth Gospel Hall
1316 Center Street, Black Earth
SUNDAY: 9:30 Lord’s Supper
11:00 Sun. School, Ministry mtg
11:45 Gospel • WED:7:30 pm,
Prayer/Bible study
Midland United
Methodist Church
10235 Hwy KP, Mazomanie
WI 53560; (608-767-3358)
www.MidlandMethodist.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

Wisc_Star_News
PUBLIC NOTICE • PUBLIC NOTICE

SAUK CITY VILLAGE
BOARD
PROCEEDINGS
MARCH 9, 2021
Approved agenda as presented (Krumenauer/Rausch,
7-0). Approved the Cancellation
and Mutual Release Agreement
for Lot 2 and the Rescission of
Resolution 2020-19 for the Sale
of Lot 2, Schoolyard Addition
(Krumenauer/Butson,
7-0).
Approved Resolution 2021-11
to Approve Offer Contract and
Sale of Lot 5 in Schoolyard
Addition (Schmidt/Marks, 7-0).
Approved Certified Survey Map
Prepared by Grothman &
Associates for Land Division at
E11312 State Hwy 60, Sauk
City, parcel #028-0280-00000,
Joseph W. Ballweg Estate,
Submitted by Robert Ballweg
contingent on placing a 12 ft.
power easement on the CSM
along the east side of Lot 2
(Anderson/Marks,
7-0).
Approved Award of Proposal A
for 2021 Sycamore Street
Reconstruction
to
Meise
Construction for $391,455
(Schmidt/Boll, 7-0). Approved
Award of Proposal B for Chip
Sealing of Village Roadways to
Scott Construction for $110,720
(Marks/Boll, 7-0). Approved to
adjourn
at
7:36pm
(Schmidt/Butson, 7-0).
Respectfully Submitted,
Kaitlin Nye, Deputy Clerk
Publish: 4/8/21 WNAXLP

NOTICE
TOWN OF ROXBURY, DANE COUNTY
REQUEST FOR 2021 BIDS FOR
CHIP SEAL SURFACING AND CRACK FILLING
OF TOWN ROADS
The Town of Roxbury Clerk will receive sealed bids until 12:00
pm on Friday April 30, 2021 at the Roxbury Town Hall. The project work consists of chip seal surfacing and crack filling on various Town roads within the Township. Contact the Town Clerk at
608-643-8281 for detailed information and bid documents.
Publish: 4/8/21 WNAXLP

NOTICE
The Army is hosting a public meeting of the Badger Restoration
Advisory Board (RAB) on Thursday, April 29 at 6 p.m. To protect
the health of the community during the COVID-19 response, this
RAB meeting is being conducted virtually. If you are not a RAB
member, but would like to participate, please contact Kay Toye at
302-313-1770 or kay.toye@envrg.comand she will provide information on how to join the teleconference. RAB members will
receive their invitation and meeting information in a separate
email. You may join by phone or through any internet connection. You do not need to download any software to participate.
The community is invited to attend this important meeting
where the Army will be presenting its new story map which has
been designed with input from RAB members and the community to better communicate sampling data and ultimately remediation activities. The agenda will include an update on the groundwater modeling effort, an update on the initial work plan for the
Site Inspection at Settling Pond 2 and a discussion from the
WDNR on PFAS. The Army will also provide updates on ongoing
environmental restoration efforts at the former Badger Army
Ammunition Plant.
Publish: 4/1/21, 4/8/21 WNAXLP

HEIGHTS UNLIMITED
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF OPEN BOOK
VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH
Pursuant to s. 70.45, Wis. Stats., the assessment roll for the
year 2021 assessment will be available at open book on
Wednesday, April 28th, 2021 at the Village of Black Earth
Municipal Building Meeting Room at 1210 Mills Street, Black
Earth, Wisconsin from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Instructional material
will be provided at the open book to persons who wish to object
to valuations under s. 70.47, Wis. Stats.
Please contact the Village Assessor; Associated Appraisal
Consultants, Inc. at 1-920-749-1995 to set up an appointment.
Notice is hereby given this 29th day of March, 2021.
Shellie Benish, WCMC
Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer
Posted: 3/29/2021 at Black Earth State Bank, Black Earth Post
Office, Black Earth Municipal Building.
Publish: 4/8/21 WNAXLP

LAND RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT
DEPARTMENT
505 Broadway, Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913
(608) 355-3245
www.co.sauk.wi.us
NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Sauk County Board of
Adjustment will hold a public hearing on April 29, 2021, at 9:00
a.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, in the
County Board Room at the Sauk County West Square Building in
the City of Baraboo to consider:
1. Petition 06-2021. A petition to consider variance requests
to s. 8.011(2) shoreland setbacks requesting a 53.9 ft. variance to
the OHWM of Lake Wisconsin, s. 8.016(6)(b)(c) relocation of a
nonconforming principal structure within 35 ft. of the OHWM of
Lake Wisconsin and closer to the OHWM than the original nonconforming principal structure and s. 8.012 for removal of vegetation within the vegetative buffer zone of the Sauk County
Shoreland Protection Ordinance.
The variance requests are located on land described as part of
the SE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 8, Township 10 North, Range 7
East, including tax parcel 026-0833-00000, also described as Lot
1 CSM # 6756, Town of Merrimac, Sauk County, WI.
For additional information on this appeal, please contact Brian
Simmert (608) 355-4834 or email at Brian.simmert@saukcountywi/gov
2. Petition 07-2021. A petition to consider a special exception
permit pursuant to s. 7.038(6) of the Sauk County Zoning
Ordinance to authorize the location and operation of a non-metallic mining site, between one acre and 15 acres, not to exceed 24
months, and a Non-Metallic Mining Reclamation Permit pursuant
to s. 24.05 of the Sauk County Non-Metallic Mining Reclamation
Ordinance.
The special exception request is located on land described as
part of the N 1/2 , SW ¼, Section 18 Township 9 North, Range 6
East, CSM 6647 LOT 1, tax parcel 028-0442-10000, Town of
Prairie du Sac, Sauk County WI.
For additional information on this appeal, please contact Gina
Templin-Steward
at
(608)
355-4835
or
email
at
gina.templin@saukcountywi.gov
3. Petition 08-2021. A petition to consider a special exception
permit pursuant to s. 7.032(3)(g) to authorize the construction of
a pond within the required setbacks.
The special exception request is located on in an Exclusive
Agricultural zoning district, on real estate described as: part of the
N ½ of the SW ¼, Section 24, Township 9 North, Range 4 East,
CSM #5932 LOT 1, Town of Troy, tax parcel 036-0307-00000.
For additional information on this appeal, please contact Gina
Templin-Steward
at
(608)
355-4835
or
email
at
gina.templin@saukcountywi.gov
If you have a disability and need help, reasonable accommodations can be made for those so requesting provided that a 48
hour notice is given. Please call (608) 355-3285 or TDD (608)
355-3490.
Dated at Baraboo, Wisconsin, this 31st day of March 2021.
Linda White
Sauk County Board of Adjustment Chairperson
This notice can also be found at www.wisconsinpublicnotices.org or www.co.sauk.wi.us/legalnotices
Publish: 4/7/21, 4/8/21, 4/14/21, 4/15/21 WNAXLP
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED RATES & POLICIES: DEADLINE: THURSDAY NOON the week PRIOR to publication for the Buyer’s Guide and the Star News. RATES: $13.00 for up to
10 words. Additional words are 30¢ each. Your ad automatically runs in both publications for the price of one. For multiple week discount and additional paper coverage,
please call our office in Black Earth at 608-767-3655. PAYMENT POLICY: Ads must be paid in advance by cash, check, or credit card at 1126 Mills Street, Black Earth, WI
53515. OR YOU CAN EMAIL YOUR AD WITH CREDIT CARD INFO: classifieds@newspubinc.com
NOTICES
Place your classified ad in the
Star News by calling our office
at 608-767-3655. Visa or MC
accepted.

YOU’VE GOT IT.

WANTED
Cash for old or junk lead-acid
batteries. Will pick up and pay
cash. Call DM Batteries. 608393-6113.

GARAGE/CRAFT
SALE
GARAGE SALE- April 9-11, 75:30. 6642 Hwy 78, Mazo,
between 12 & 14. Toolboxes
with tools, Stihl weedeater,
candles, pocket knife collection,
books, chainsaws, air compressor, folding chairs, fishing
equipment, kitchen item and old
vintage stuff. Face Mask Required.

LAWN & GARDEN
CW LANDSCAPING: Offering
Lawn mowing, dethatching,
Aerating, Mulch/Rock installation, Edging, retaining walls,
Patios, Bobcat work, tree service and more. Great prices. Insured/Free estimates. cwlands
capingwi.com Call 608-2123534

FOR SALE
MINI AUSSIE BLUE HEELER
puppies, smart, great family
dogs, great w/kids, cratetrained, shots, dewormed .
$450, 608-475-7500.

Somebody
else wants it!
Got something special
you no longer use?
Sell it in the Classifieds.
It may just be the perfect
item to fill somebody
else’s need.
PUBLIC NOTICE • PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF
WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SAUK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF
Anita J. Key
DOD: 12-17-2020
Notice Setting Time to Hear
Application and Deadline
for Filing Claims
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2021PR000041
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of
birth June 21, 1929 and date of
death December 17, 2020 was
domiciled in Sauk County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing
address of 245 Sycamore St.,
Sauk City, WI 53583.
3. The application will be
heard at the Sauk County
Courthouse, Baraboo, Wisconsin, Room C234, before James
W. Daniels, Probate Registrar
on
April
2
7, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.
You do not need to appear
unless you object. The application may be granted if there
is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a
claim against the decedent’s
estate is July 12, 2021.
5. A claim may be filed at the
Sauk County Courthouse,
Baraboo, Wisconsin, Room
C234.
6. This publication is notice to
any persons whose names or
address are unknown.
If you require reasonable
accommodations due to a disability to participate in the court
process, please call 608-3553226 prior to the scheduled
court date. Please note that the
court does not provide transportation.
/s/ James Daniels
Probate Registrar
March 26, 2021
Atty. Paul M. Schmidt
Boardman & Clark LLP
PO Box 927
Madison, WI 53701-0927
608-257-9521
Bar No.: 1017425
Publish: 4/8/21, 4/15/21,

Arena Cheese Inc. is hiring for a 32-hour
week store position, hours will be from
10 am – 6:30 pm. This will include every
other weekend. You must be able to lift 40lbs.
The job includes, bagging curd, cutting
cheese, cleaning and customer service.
Please apply at 300 Hwy. 14, Arena
PUBLIC NOTICE • PUBLIC NOTICE

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SAUK COUNTY

IN ThE MaTTEr Of ThE
ESTaTE Of:
CAROLINE A. STEUBER
DOD: December 27, 2020
Notice to Creditors
(Informal administration)
Case No. 2021Pr000003
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. an application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of
birth June 2, 1929 and date of
death December 27, 2020 was
domiciled in Sauk County, State
of Wisconsin with a mailing
address of E10264 Cty hwy Pf,
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578.
3. all interested persons
waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a
claim against the decedent’s
estate is July 2, 2021.
5. a claim may be filed at the
Sauk County Courthouse,
Baraboo, Wisconsin, room
C234.
/s/ James Daniels
Probate registrar
March 17, 2021
franklin r. Kirk
Kirk Graves & Nugent
PO Box 9
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578
608-643-2456
Bar No.: 1016819
Publish: 3/25/21, 4/1/21, 4/8/21
WNAXLP

MISCELLANEOUS
Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript
submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive
Services:
Consultation,
Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s Guide
1-888-612-0710 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/nnwi
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855480-6097 www.dental50plus.
com/nnwi #6258
GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during
utility power outages, so your
home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms
and conditions. 1-888-355-6955
WANTED TO
BUY OR TRADE
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500
R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312291-9169
or
visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

STATE OF WISCONSIN, TOWN OF MAZOMANIE,
DANE COUNTY
NOTICE OF ASSESSMENT ROLL OPEN BOOK
Thursday April 22nd, 2021: 3-5pm
Pursuant to S. 70.45, Wis. Stats., the Town of Mazomanie
assessment roll for the year 2021 assessment will be open for
examination on the 22nd day of April 2021 from 3-5 pm at the
Mazomanie Town Hall, 711 West Hudson Street, Mazomanie.
Instructional material about the assessment, how to file an objection, and board of review procedures under Wisconsin law will be
available at that time.
Town of Mazomanie Clerk
608-795-2920
twnmazo@gmail.com
Publish: 4/8/21 WNAXLP

SERVICES

SERVICES

MASON SEALCOAT-Driveway
& parking lot maintenance.
Sealcoating, crack sealing,
striping and patching. Call
today for professional service.
608-753-2932 www.mason
sealcoat.com

WANTED: Autos, machinery
and scrap iron. STEVE’S RECYCLING, MONROE. 608-5742350.

FRITZ BARN PAINTING-Rusty
roofs and metal buildings. Free
estimates. 608-221-3510

LARGE COUNTRY APARTMENT-1 bedroom. 1 mile from
Cross Plains. Non-smoker, No
Pets. 608-798-4455. Available
June 1, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE • PUBLIC NOTICE

SAUK CITY VILLAGE
BOARD
PROCEEDINGS
FEBRUARY 23, 2021
Approved agenda as presented (Boll/Rausch, 7-0).
minutes
from
Approved
February 9, 2021 meeting
(Boll/Rausch, 7-0). Approved
operator’s license for Angela
Zina (Krumenauer/Butson, 7-0).
Approved Resolution 2021-9
Recycling Grant Authorized
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
(Schmidt/Marks,
7-0).
Approved Resolution 2021-10
Football Programs for Baraboo
& Reedsburg High schools to
remain
in
the
Badger
Conference (Marks/Boll, 6-1,
Krumenauer
opposed).
Postponed Cancellation and
Mutual Release Agreement for
Lot 2 and the Recission of
Resolution 2020-19 for the Sale
of Lot 2, Schoolyard addition
until March 9th meeting
(Butson/Marks, 7-0).
Approved Third Amendment
to Developer Agreement with
Sauk Hotel Group LLC (Marks/
Rausch, 7-0). Approved Task
Order with MSA for 2021
Engineering
General
(Anderson/Rausch,
7-0).
Approved to adjourn at 6:45pm
(Schmidt/Marks, 7-0).

HELP WANTED
FARM HELP WANTED: Barns
and feed mill. Full time, benefits, day shift, no experience necessary. 608-665-9958

RENTALS

HELP WANTED
E L E C T R I C I A N :
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
working Madison and surrounding areas. 1 year experience
preferred, 401(k), vacation and
Friday afternoons off. 608-7984847

Looking for employees or volunteers part-time or full-time
for help with therapy/support
dogs. Would include cleaning,
grooming and general loving
care of puppies and dogs. Also
in need of foster families for
rescue and surrendered
dogs/puppies as well! Please
inquire with Brenda 608-5747931 www.SpringGreenPups.
com

Carpenter for residential construction. Will train. Seasonal
and or Full-time. Kippley Custom Carpentry Inc. 608-6434639

GROUNDS LIGHT MAINTENANCE
Gallina Management (GMI) is seeking a highly self-motivated, customer
focused, individual to work both independently and alongside team
members to maintain the physical integrity of our communities in the
Madison area.
The ideal candidate will have:
• lawn mowing/snow removal, grounds care, & light maintenance
experience
• ability to lift up to 50 lbs. with frequent walking, standing, climbing,
lifting & carrying, stooping, bending, kneeling & reaching required
• ability to work in an efficient & timely manner in a fast-paced
environment
• ability to respond in a positive manner with customers, team members
& general public
• Apartment community experience preferred
• A valid driving license with clean record required
This is a full-time position (est. 40 hrs/wk; M-F) and offers a competitive
salary & a full benefit package. Check us out at gallinacompanies.com
Submit a cover letter & resumé with job # to: Attn: 21-GLM-01
Gallina Management, Inc., 101 E Main St., Ste 500, Mt. Horeb, WI 53572
jobs@gallinacos.com

Respectfully Submitted,
Andrea Porubsky
Publish: 4/8/21 WNAXLP

Mount Horeb Area School District - Support Staff Openings
• BUS DRIVERS
• CUSTODIAN
• PARAPROFESSIONALS
(GENERAL OR SPECIAL EDUCATION)

We are hiring!
Seeking talented and passionate
individuals to join our Team!
Become a Viking today. Call 608-437-7034
for more information.

• SUBSTITUTES
(BUS DRIVER, CUSTODIAN, FOOD SERVICE,
PARAPROFESSIONALS & TEACHERS)

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Kraemer Brothers is currently hiring an Executive Assistant who will provide
administrative support to the executive team of the company. This challenging
and rewarding role is multi-faceted and focuses on: preparing and finalizing
client materials, including budgets, proposals, and contracts; company
communication both internally and externally; and various other corporate
administrative duties.
The individual in this role should be well organized, detail oriented, able to
multi task, proficient with Microsoft Word and Excel, capable of learning to use
industry specific software, and have strong communication skillsboth oral and written.
Salary will be based on experience. Qualified females, minorities and veterans
are encouraged to apply. EEO/AA employer.
Please send your resume to:
Kraemer Brothers, LLC
925 Park Ave
Plain, WI 53577
Email: jobs@kraemerbrothers.com
Phone: 608-546-2411
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Road to Success

Join our team
Machine Operators - Fabrication
2 N D S H I F T: Monday—Friday, 2pm–10pm

Maximum starting wage: $24.08/hour
3 R D S H I F T: Sunday—Thursday, 10pm–6am

No experience? No problem.
Free blueprint reading course for
Machine Operator positions.

Maximum starting wage: $24.58/hour
WHERE:

Why Sub-Zero, Wolf, and Cove?

Wolf Main Lobby

2866 Buds Drive Fitchburg, WI 53719

- Comprehensive fabrication training provided
- State of the art fabrication equipment
- Clean, temperature controlled working environment
- Excellent employee benefit package
- On-site employee clinic and fitness center available

Apply Online subzero-wolf.com/careers

On-site interviews will be
conducted after the course.
To reserve your spot in the course
please call human resources at
608-270-3358. Masks required.

We are an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer

JOIN OUR TEAM
•
•
•
•

Top drivers earn $80,000+ a year
Quality Weekly Home Time
Full benefits, weekly pay
Driving Options: Over the Road
and Regional No Touch Freight
• E-Logs to Maximize your Earnings
and for your peace of mind
• Paid Vacations, Holidays,
Longevity, Safety, Referral Pay,
• Hazmat Driver Bonus Training for
graduated CDL drivers & applicants
who need more experience.
Contact us at (800)-356-9350 or
fill out an application on our website
www.skinnertransfer.com.

20200 E.
202
E. Main
Main St
Stree
Street,
reet,t, Ree
Reedsb
Reedsburg
dsburg
dsb
urg
524-2326 • www.skinnertransfer.com

5 Top Reasons to

SHOP LOCAL
1. Service, during & after the sale.
2. Great deals!
3. Support your local economy.
4. They support local schools,
parishes & fund-raising groups.
5. They smile & mean it when they
say “Thanks!”

On the road again
Looking to lease?
Owner operators
contact us today!

2020 E. Main Street, Reedsburg
524-2326 • www.skinnertransfer.com
That’s where you’ll be when you check out the truck

NOW HIRING
ENTRY LEVEL CARPENTERS

Hefty Construction is adding, entry level carpenters to our
team of highly skilled master carpenters. We are looking for individuals who are highly motivated and eager to
learn the carpentry trade.
Salary based on experience.
Hefty Construction offers Health Insurance, and Tuition
Reimbursement for Carpentry/Construction - Technical
Degree Programs or Apprenticeship Program.
Call 608-437-5372 to receive an
application. Or apply in person at:
102 E Lincoln St.
Mt. Horeb, WI 53572
102 EAST LINCOLN
MOUNT HOREB

Village of Prairie du Sac
Administrative Assistant

We’re growing in Fitchburg!
WE T R A I N, YOU LE ARN A T RADE .

Now Hiring: Industrial Maintenance Mechanics
$1,500 SIGN-ON BONUS
A F T E R 6 0 D AY S
■

Work in a highly automated manufacturing
environment using state-of-the-art equipment
(lasers, robotics, AVGs, vision systems)

■

Modern, safe, climate-controlled facility

■

Company-paid training including PLCs,
robotics, fluid power, electronic circuits,
pneumatics, hydraulics, and more. As you
learn more, you earn more.

■

Excellent Benefits Include:
■

90% Employer Paid Premium
for Medical Insurance

■

100% Employer Paid Premium
for Dental Insurance

■

Free On-Site Employee Clinic

■

Free Life and Disability Insurance

■

Pension (We Pay into Your 401k)

■

Holiday and Vacation Pay

Second and Third Shift

Apply Online

subzero-wolf.com/careers

Full-time position: receive payments for property
taxes, utility bills, permits and licenses; process
applications for permits and licenses; assist with
utility billing functions; provide assistance on
property, regulation, ordinance, policy and general
services inquiries; provide clerical assistance; work
with computer, multi-line phone and various office
equipment; and other duties. The position offers
an excellent benefits package which includes: paid
vacation, sick and personal time-off; paid holidays;
state retirement; health, life, dental and long-term
disability insurances. Wage range is $18.00 to
$20.00, DOQ. Desired qualifications for the position
include, but are not limited to: high school diploma or
equivalent; excellent written and oral communication
skills; proficient with computers and various
software applications; ability to work on several
projects simultaneously; ability to meet monthly
deadlines; and previous experience in customer
relations. See position description and application at
www.prairiedusac.net. While resumes will be
accepted, they must be accompanied by a completed
village job application. Applications must be submitted
no later than 4:30 p.m., April 19, 2021. Successful
applicant subject to drug testing and a criminal
background check. EOE

